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He was as afraid of losing his faith in materialism as many religious
people are of losing their faith in God. Perhaps it would be more
correct to say that Sudhin loved to be a materialist rather than that
he was a materialist ... But Sudhin is hurt by the material
world by the fact that it is material, tha! statistical laws of quantam
physics and the tension equation of field physics reign supreme
in the universe, The most siriking note in his poetry is the
feeling of deep mental hurt at the cosmos understood in terms
of his materialistic philosohy.X
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If French poets have been more prone than English to fall into the
heresay of thinking that poetry ought to be as much like music as
possible, one reason may bz thai in traditional French verse sound
effects have always played as much more important role than they
have in English varse. The English-speaking peoples have always
felt that the diffcrence baiween postic spsech anrd the conversational
speech of everydays should be kept small, and whenever English
poets have felt that the zan bstwasn poetic and ordinary speech
was growing too wide, there has been a stylistic revolution to bring
them closer again.

In English verse, even in Shakespeares grandest rheiorical passages,
the ear is always aware of its relation to everyday spzech. A good
actor must alas, today he too seldlom does make the audience
hear Shakespeare’s lines as verse not prose, but if he tries to
make the verse sound like a different language, he will make
himself ridiculous.

French poetry, both in the may it is written and the way it is
recited, has emphasized and gloried in the differance between itself
and ordinary speech; in Fren-h drama, verse and prose are different
language. Valery quotes a contzmporary descripiion of Rachel’s
powers of declemation; in reciiing, she c¢ould and did use a
range of two octaves, from below middle C to F in alt. An
actress who tried to do the sams with Shakespeare as Rachel
did with Racine would be laughed off the stage.
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