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The vast majority of these early-modern east Bengali Muslim authors ... wrote
independently. They were usually affiliated with local sufi orders and were
interested in transmitting Islamic teachings to the local peoples, unlettered in
Persian and Arabic. As a result, they were keenly involved in the translation of
Perso-Arabic works on Islamic and sufi doctrine and ethics into Bangla. (2021: 14)
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Hakim’s advocacy in favour of the use of the regional language and his reading
of the persian Nurnama both point to a context of conversion in the rural areas
of eastern Bengal and to the need to create a space for the making of a Bengali
Islam beyond cultural and linguistic hegemonic discourses. (2022: 41)
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Another aspect of Hakim’s text that connects him to the neighboring authors of
Chittagong is the moralistic tone of his oeuvre and his critique of Vaisnavism.
Like that of Saiyad Sultan, the focus of his critique of Vaisnavism is on sexual
continence and avoiding adultery [paradara]. In Isuph Jalikha, he treated this
subject in a narrative way by transforming the prophet Yusuf into an anti-
Krishna; he takes on a more straightforward and didactic attitude toward the
topic in a work (adapted from the Persian) titled Durre Majlis. (2018: 41)
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In spite of the emphasis he put on the worship of the spiritual master (pir), he
was not affiliated to any specific brotherhood. His works circulated almost
exclusively in eastern Bengal and in the Kingdom of Tripura. (2022: 4)
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