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The society by which Bankim was formed was the young Bengal of the fifties,
the most extraordinary perhaps that India has yet seen,—a society electric with
thought and loaded to the brim with passion. Bengal was at that time the theatre
of a great intellectual awakening. A sort of miniature Renaissance was in the
process. An ardent and imaginative race, long bound in the fetters of a single
tradition, had suddenly put into its hand the key to a new world thronged with
the beautiful or profound creations of Art and Learning. From this meeting of a
foreign Art and Civilization with a temperament differing from the temperament
which created them, there issues, as there usually does issue from such meetings,
an original Art and an original civilization. (1965: 06)
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We should bear in mind that in that period man was not yet familiar with ways
of thinking which are familiar and also indispensable to us. We view human
activities from certain angles and put them into more or less neatly confined
departments. Thus we speak of religious, moral, political, economic norms and
we are inclined to say that this or that activity is religious or political, or more
or so on ... But this atomization of the norms determining human actions is of
rather recent date. For the larger part of the middle ages there was no such
splitting up of human actions into different compartments. (1965: 16)
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