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‘lee Doll’s House. ...caused him (Ibsen) to be regarded
as a strqng‘advocatc of women's suffrage when, in fact,
he was not particularly in favour of voies for women
or veles for anybody. He was a passionate advocate of
persgna,l'f.(eedom, but personal freedom was not necessarily
a matter of voting.®. .
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It was then that I began to look into the seams of your
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I had got that.undone, the whole thing ravelled out.
And then I undersloéd that it'was all machine-sewn. |
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Ghosts! When I heard Regina and Oswald in there,
1 seemed to see Ghosts before me. I almost think we're ail
of us Ghosts, Pastor Manders. It is not only what we
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have inherited from our father and mother that ‘Walks’
in us. 1It’s all sorts of dead ideas, and lifeless old beliefs,
and so forth. They have no vitality, but they cling to us all
the same, and we can’t get rid of them. Whenever T take
up a newspaper, I seem to see Ghosts all ihe country over,
as thick as the sand of the sea. And then we are, one and

all, so pitifully afraid of the light.
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I am fighting my battle with Ghosts both within me and

without.
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Ibsen brings all the eleinents of his composiiion together
in -tbeir highest symbolic valency. The orphanage has
burned to he grouad; the Pastor has promised Engstrand
money for his ‘Sailors Home” which he plans as a
brothel: Regina departs to follow her mother io the
search for pleasire and money.3 -
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a8 TBHTF, “as disquieting s a nightmare from  which
we are suddenly awakened; it is incoinplete, and the contra-
diction beiween the ioner powers of dream and the liteial
appearances of the daylight world is unresolved.”¢

I WIS WAT 2% W WA AFTS =T W)
gy TESA UIE m R aFd 7Y, Ry o rwong
awha @ aFh BT (ARARA FAEA 9 SFETENF
FFE CTwed W £ (Iend o shas < [Res @
TLoTZ BN I3 WA DMEL WA¥D FF T TR S IS
wEEe fofq =ifow Tow www Ta) O FE} e g
TH URE. R OMiE e TuiSe ey wm Wy fewg fham
FENE MR EEFe Wi, Mum Wdm fraead AR
WUy ®F guw ol oo WEwd gw Eifvw b
o T wWwW sae A% [NNg TARTES TN <SR
TETE wEeN ¥R o faased s

Mrs. Alving at icst has been freced from the gloom of
ignorance inc‘iuced by convention. She sees with dreadful
clarity the consequences of her subservience to public
opinion. Her freedom is cheerless, but sheis at last
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aware of stark reality, even tbough her awareness is
achieved !Ju\ough tragedy. .,.Mrs. Alving imagines
herself 10 be enlighiened enough to exorcise the ghosts
of past actions; but she comes ai lengih to know
the complete irrevocability of deeds doune long ago.”
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Lavinia goes into the house, the blinds are closed forever,
the stage is silent, the door shu:, the exal:ation is there,
the completion, the tragic certainty.?
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an open drain : a loathsome sore unbandaged, a dirty
act done publicly; a lazar-house withall its windows open.
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inhead of much modern drama--of 1he plays of Shaw and
Galsworthy, who discuss sccial preblems, and of Maeerlinck
and Chekov, who have learned from the later ‘symbolist’ Ibsen.”¥
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“in the fact that even when he secms most concerned with the
transitory complexities and pressures of ‘modern’ life, he is dea-
ling convincingly with eternal and universal themes—the condict
between the individual and society, between reality and illusicn,
beiween true and false idealism.”” S8 AEFT @G
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“he has more to offer—because he was an artist who managed
to create, at his best, works of poetry which, under their mark
of sardonic humour, express his dream of humanity reborn

by intelligence. and. self-sacrifice.”>?
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