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The tragic death in last March of Somen Chanda, a
promising young leftist writer, has aroused indignation
and regret in literary circles here... Leftist writers held
a conference in Calcutta at which they sought to
consolidate anti-Fascist forces and a book of poems
dedicated to the memory of their colleague resulted.
Amiya Chakravarty, Buddhadeva Bose, Bishnu Dey,
Samar Sen and Subhas Mukherjee are among the
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contributors. The book takes its name ‘prachir’ (The
Barricade) from the spirited chorus of the opening poem
by Amiya Chakravarty :

We build barricades |
Let the spirit’s sword
Stay the destroyers!
Take up the song—
Not a blackshirt shall remain,
no, no!
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