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'-Vaterland__land of the Forefathers, Vaterlandliebe —
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Patriotismus= Patriotism
Nationalismus= Nationalism
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C/o. Mrs. R. Ali, Inspectress of Schools,

kLB Sl
P. O. Ghoramara, Rajshahi, 22, 12, 66.
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HIS™
DR. S. M. ALL Tuesday

My dear Khan Sahib,

Herewith a Cheque for Rs. 300/- 1 am afraid it is not
dued. The reason, however, is obvious : I should love to rob
you of a far larger sum at a later date. Hence the present,

honesty, which fils me ill.
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I need Rs 50/- immediately. Please do the needful. Should
that be any difficulty in the way, please let me know per bearer.
As the town of Sylhet has not 'yet been notified that I have
gone insolvent, T hope to be able to realize the petty sum before
showing a pair of clean heels to the citizens of this worthy
place.

I hope you received my note yesterday, to which,
consistent with your usual non-chalance, I recived no response.
1 shall not try to reform you at this stage of your life.

Yours very Sincerely

Mujtaba Ali

L dicie]

(Monogram) S.S. TUSCANIA,

April 14th *34
My dear Saiful
We hope to land at Marseilles tomorrow in the morning.
So far I know we are going to Aix, les Bains a fashionable French
bathing place near the Swiss border where we stay only for a
couple of days. After that I understnd we go to Geneva where
again I think we shall stay only for three days. I do not know
what the further plans of Dr. Bose are. I think he does not
know either.

I shall be in bad need of money and I am writing this letter
to you only to remind you that I positively must get money
from you. It is goingto be a tough business this time and I
am sure you are going to pull me out.
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[ do not think brother will send me much. I wonder whether
I shall gzt anything from him as long as [ am in Germany. But
you know [ had to take my chance and that is why [ came and
did not rot in Calcutta.

So please send as early as possible. I should even advise
to get the money from somewhere immediately and then pay him
up after you get the money from your provident fund of the
office, I think it is the best plan. I do not know what I shall do
without your money.

Piease send me a airmail letter at all events and let me know
what your plans are. I wish you could send me a telegram.
I am feeling so restless about money and I am not being able
to enjoy half the journey.

Dr. Bose has done so much for me that I do not feel like
speaking anyfhing against him. But I think he will not help me
much once we are in Europe. He is a man that changes his mind
every day 50 times and one does not know how to manage him.

You must send me money by the first week of May without fail.
You shall have to EARN, BORROW, OR STEAL.

I possible send me a telegram. There is a cheap rate, defer-
red or L. T. O. or something like that.

Ali Care Thos Cook (or Cook alone please find it out by tele-
phomg—that sould save you a word) Berlin, Money sent, Saiful.

No more to-day. It is getting on my nerves to have to
about money the whole time. Excuse the machine.

So far I am wéil. ‘Hope you are so too.

Uors affectionately
Situ
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The Guest House, Baroda,
August 10th 1938,

Ay dear Khan Sahib,?

I returned to India on the Ist of August after a tour of four
menths in Europe of which I spent most of the time in Germany.
{ saw my old friends and I must confess taken all together it was
not half so bad. The bee in the bonnet however was that | had
get my nose operated which meant that | bad to lie in the
hospital for about a fortnight or so.

I am sorry you did not reply to my last letter which I wrote
to you expressing my regret at the death of our friend Munaw-
war.} | had written anosher letter to his brother which was no
acknowledged either. But [ guess he had received so many
letters of condolence that it must have been difficult to reply to
all of them.

After returning to India { went through the pile of Jugabheri®
which had collected for the last four months. You seem to have
bee;l fairly active and occupying high position s-It gave me very
great pleasure to see you in the lime light and I wonder whether
vou are not going to be a big pot some day-. It fills my heart
with awe as well. A poor school master condemned to oblivion
(I am not sorry for it, but who would beliveve it) is afraid to
lose friends whose destiny is not to grovel on the dust of
forgetfulness but to win laurel after laurel on the highway of
fame. I guess I should not attempt at such ornamental
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language being quite out of practice. Teaching morons and idiois
make you idiotic. You sink to their level and can write and talk

only like a moron.

Please keep me in touch with your activity. 1 am, as you
know, very bad at correspondence but not being a great man [
do not wish my example to be copied. Beasides I do believe
that those that want to make a career should pick up the
delighful habit of being a regular correspondet before it as

too late.

Our college® closes on or about the tenth of October and I
hope to be at home for a fortnight or so. I do hope to meet
you at that time. Have you hired a basha already or is your
farae merely limited to Jugabheri. I must say that what I expect
of respectable lier—] mean lawyer—is a respectable basha.
What do I care whether Jugabheri shouts on the house
top that you are the biggest gun with the highest calibre inthe

world ?

+

Weli, that is that. I hope you would rephy to this. It
isnot bad if you do not. I hardly expect vou to find time

, for me.

What about your marriage. Has anything been settled.
I guess it is high time that something should be done about
it. What about the bird.® Are you still after it. Or nothing
doing.

I am all right. How are you geiting on inter alia financially ?

Yours affectionately
Situ
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S. M. Ali
(Monogram) VISVA-BHARATI

Vidya--Bhavana
(College of Graduate & Post-Graduate
Teaching & Research)
SANTINIKETAN, INDIA

............ Date 24th Dec.’63

My dear Khan Sahib,

Many thanks for both of your letters. [ am afraid you have
made a sad mistake about me for which I am partly responsible.
The fact is, I have entirely devoted myself to TASAWWUF
for a fairly long time past now. As I am in the craly stages yet,
it leaves me little desire to communicate with anyone, and parti-
cularly as I was prerfectly certain that yow have passed through
the crisis which faced you some time back. I know positivé‘ly'
that after achieving some success at it, I shall be in a position to
write to you in detail and bchave in the normal way (out-
wardly) human beings do. Meanwhile do write to me in detail
about the “Suddenly a veil has been lifted from my sight etec.
“This comes almost to all human beings who have to face a
crisis but THEY FORGET ALL ABOUT IT AS THE CRISIS
IS OVER. The wise do not and devote themselves to further
exnloration, which is full of travail, success, lanslides and a
host of other contre temps. After hearing from you about
your experiencs.’



233 wifes sifawt [ Tafiasd as

<

[ shall write to youw again. Meanwhile do not tell aryone
about the content of this letter. I do not want the noteriety of &

“Faqir” after having onc of literature.

Meanwhile see that you sleer very very well. t your heart's
content. Which means also the control of feod. They are inter
cinnected like Siamese twins. A littele less sex than nermal.
Complete abstention for a while recommended but not if it
means strain. BUT ABOVE ALL SLEEP. not a causecd by

drug, drink or heavy meal. That would be swpor.

azfam
139 F Dhanmondi, Rd 1, Telephone by my bedside 250163
Dacca—S5. J1-6-72

My dear Khan Sahib,

My Qazibari sister® confirms the fact that letiers from
Dacca to Sylhet & vice versa have a tendency to get lost.  Al-
though I have never been a regular correspondent and much
less so since T had that rather serious accident I did write to
you explained to me the-denouncement of Mian Ahmed Ali's®
son’s marriage and the passive role you played in it, but it appe-
ars that the P. C. never reached you. The marriage, as far as
I recollect, was scheduled to take place on 2 Sunday, 16th or per-
haps the 23rd of April and I waited for a signal from you and/
or Mianji on the previous day followwed by the next morning.
Both the days were uncomfortably hot and my shoulder was
causing me considerable pain(sic) and I could not have attended
the function any way.... 1 wrote you another P. C. shortly after
the 25th Baishakh fiasco which again appears to have gone
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astray. Inter alia ] drew your attention to the fact that much,
very much against my wishes I have started writing a serial
again under the good old title “‘s{2ew®™ : the first instalment
appeared on 20. 5. 72 & the fourth, so far, on the 10th June in
‘Desh’.8 As cirea 3000 copies of the weekly come to Dacca in
fair regularity I presume a few copies do ultimately reach Sylhet.
The distribution arrangement of the journal, however, is so
poor even in.the Metropolis itself that neither the Agent nor
the hawkers given you any assurance that you will get a steady
supply. Your last letter of the 7th June which reached me
yesterday the ;0th (stupendous achievement 1 should say!)
confirms the fact mentioned above in a passive way,,.. It is but
natural that most of the greenness of my earlier writings have
“gone with the wind” & age but if you should bump into one
old issues in your dentist’s waiting room you may perhaps
turn over the leaves. Madame’s diabetis from which she has
been suffering acutely for the past 14 years (she retired from
service last month)¢ is forcing her to go to Calcutta probably
on the 18th instant with the younger son Kabir¥ to be hiospitali-
sed in the School of Tropical diseases. I shall be here holding
the fort during her absence with Prince of Wales. Perhaps
Qazibari sister will give me company. If you should meet Md.
Muslim (Kana Miah)?, please tell him that 1 shall write to
him whenever T get the strenghth to do so. When are
you coming to Dacca Tell Choudhury” that =sged® has
become conspicuous by its absnece. Salams to Madame and

l ove to kids. [ have absolutely no encrgy left in me.

Yours affectionately
Situ
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139 F Dhanmandi, Road No. I, Dacca.
Phone 317764, 25.6.73.

My dear Khan Sahib,

Madame thanks you and I should join her, although to
be very frank I am not half as enthusiastic as she is for the sale,
nor half as lazy as she is in taking the necessary steps to expe-
dite the transaction once she is out for it. This paradox needs
some explanation. The salary of a young person of 20 (he
cannot be a chef de cuisine® by a long chalk, at this age :; indeed
he will learn more of cooking from both of us (Wifyr Taw
THF I® TG GO I ABIRT & (ST (FH, new castle-g
coal [T (sic) faexr T 1 forrm W= @37 (locals) =17 fog wnw
[ FAFTOIT IETIREE Bty et Pifiwg TR 1w vy | )R
than the service he will render us & in all fairness he should
pay us handsomely for both the honour of learning the o cul-
inary art from a gourmte like Dr. Ali of international. fame &
as a bon viveur and connoisseur of a number of Oriental
occidental cuisines), your chagrin at not getting the minimum
standard of writing paper & to have to reconcile ’yohrs'elf
with what may be regarded as a poor substitute of toilet paper,
the sudden keenness of ‘Londonis’ & other fishy speculators
to _invest in landed property, my half-heartedness in the whole
demarche? are all parts of a simple pattern called inflation®
with which I am fairly at home, and if you are not, you should
be, for, after all, a lawyer has many an odd advice to give
his clientile in an abnormal situation like this. Without posing
to possess superior knowledge in simple eco-moies (sic) I shall
begin by refreshing your memory re. The General Osmani®-
cum-Minister Samad® deputation on behalf of the ‘“‘Londonis”
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to the Shaikh Sahib? for increasing the rate of exchange for
British currency in relation to ‘“‘Bangladesh”, especially, - argued
both the Hon’ble members of the cabinet, as the Londonies
made considerable sacrifice by surrendering huge sums of
British money to Bangladesh Govt. in forced exile when it
was absolutely beyond the Ken of the wisest politicians as to
whether they will ever again see a brass.farthing of the money
with which they backed what was far far worse than even
the proverbial dark horse. The money which usually went to
feed hungry mouths of mothers, wives and sisters. The
deputation waited upon the P. M., if I recollect properly, shortly
before he left for London for medical treatment. The B. D.
Bank was at that time riding the high horse and one of its
three top-most officials told me loftily “An exchange rate is
is an exchange rate. That is that. We just do not have to show
special favour to this or that party (he did not say a ‘Londoni’
ot a ‘chimpanzee’) and came down to the leavel of horse trade
(he was kind enough to spare me Billingsgate). Rs. 17’8 fora £,
and thats that.” I pointed out that quite a good few central
and Western European countries have a specially favourable
rate for' tourists, foreign students etc. etc., that even Hitlar
had extended ‘“‘tourist Mark” concessions to his worst enemy
the French, that I as a “research scholar” (actually I was a
Professor in Boroda at that time and has gone to Germany
on aspree),” a camouflage winked at by the tourist bureau. The
Bank concerned & finally the German Govt. enjoyed a grace
of 339 over the usual rate of exchange, as late as one year
before the war, i.e., 1938. To cut the story short Banga bandhu
was generous eough to fix it at Rs. 20/00 or 25 per £ and
flew to England. The B. D. Bank justignored his ‘generosity”
& stuck .to 17’8 . ‘annas and then suddenly the doun flow of
2@
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British currency just dried up but for a few drops for the high
officials to go on a lark to London Paris and Viena on “‘strictly
official business”, and then began, without any notice (how
mean of the blighters of Black market to ignore the Mighty
B. D. Bank) the upward spiral of inflation. The Bank
Burra Sahibs—better call them Bank Burra Bibis BBB were
in such euphoria that before they could descend from their
cuckoo-cloudland their opposite numbers in England (or per-
haps Delhi had a finger in the pie, perhaps the Khojah mer-
chants, occasionally in partnership with their pre-independence
days Marwari crook colleagues) had fixed the rate, pucca
(sic), in writing, very much kutcha (sic) should a further grace-
less climbing down is forced down their throat by the group
mentioned above, at Rs. 30/- and yet the Bank is getting a very
small part of the total sum ; it was getting a mere 5 million out
of atotal of 30 millions and itis only nIT th now. “BD Observer’

June 25th. A petty Bankman who is free ‘from stupid pretences
told me that the Kalabazar is offering 35 to 40 per £. I could
make any number of observation on the matter which even the
Big Bankers here will find highly original as the result of bril-
liant research. No and a most emphatic No. T have seen
these phenomena with my own eyes and I can forecast what
is coming on a large Scale of Points not all of course, because
of two patterns are exactly alike.

But a¥g arqs/ In ':ss than a year 17,50 paisa to, say 35 taka
per £ in less than = vear, which does not quite reflect the astand,
state is a Satanic fall, it is not double as far as the buying
capacity of the Taka is concerned. If you want to buy the kind
of fairly modest note paper you used a few months back, you
shall pay 4 to 6 times the price. You have heard of Albert Speer
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{(pronounce =g not ™fia ) Hitler’s Minister for armaments,
VI etc. rockets, jet planes and what not. His super genius
alone is responsible for prolonging the war by at least 9
months. He saw the end phase of the inflation manipulated by
the financial Wizard Schacht and wrote to his fiance’e in 1925.
From the Black Forest where he was on a tour (he had just
entered the University. He is of my age, born in 1905 : I was
in I year having jumped a few classes at Tagore’s) in Sept’ 23
‘very cheap here’ ! Lodging 400,000 marks & supper 1,800,000
marks, Milk 250,000 marks a pint (on, 3/4th of a kerosine
bottle). Six weeks later before the end of the inflation, a res-
tavrant dinner cost 10 to 20 billion marks, and even in the
(cheapest) student dining hall over a billion. (In 1929, four
years after the inflation a dinner cost me in the student dining
hall 20 Pf (One billion mark was equaled with One mark), i.e.,
9/ 10 of a mark in Berlin, where, as you know T spent the first
term. At that time one mark —=about 14 annas ; in 1970 when
1 weat Jast the same lunch, same inn was 3 marks but our
currency having gone down it would be Rs. 7750 & in B. D.
currency Taka 15 'if not more).

Actually in spring 1924 when the inflation was brought to a
close, if I remember aright, Fbillion mark was equated to one
mark. In other words if you had a billion mark in the bank
1000 000 000 000 (German and English system), i. e., one million
mmes of one million mark, with 12 zeros, (where as one billion
m America is 1000 000 000, i. e. one thousand million with 9
zeros make billion) the account just struck off the 12 zeros and
mformed you that one mark was too small and amoung to main-
tain an account in the bank, a mere 14 annas to so. In other
words, the savings of the middle classes and 989, of the
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capitalists were just wiped out, whether the money was in the
.“Bank or at home.

But of course multimillionaires or billionaires had their
huge factories, krupp, e. g. produced arms, Thyssen (sic) etc, etc.
owered (sic) milles of coal mines which often the inflationn
retained their intrinsic value just as land. buildings, gold,
silver etc.

Now, say Madame gets the inflated price of 40,000 Taka.
What will she do with it ? Put the lot inabank ? But thereis
every chance that our currency may soar higher and higher
with the result that the house she sold for 40,000 will after 3
months be worth 100 000, i. e., her 40,000 will be wroth less
than 15,000. If she would invest her 40,000 in land, buildings
what you may call real immovable property, machinary in-
cluded she will at all events have ‘valuables’ whatever the trend
of currency, bull or bear. If however, it means that she will
have to keen a watchful eye on whatever she invests, you may
safely rule that out ; she is neither capable of it nor has the nece-
ssary health. I have asked one banker so far and it was clear
to me that he knows as much of investment at times of inflation
as a cat understands polar navigation or a Garo the division of
a deceased Muslim’s property according to our Imam ! I have
to make further enquiries. Could you please do the same ? Of
course, if there is a downward trend, which as far as T can see
is very unlikely, and the house is valued after some months
at 20,000/00 ‘she is a gainer. '

Since I wrote you last, the Vender wrote to say that he
would be coming to Dacca in about a week’s time but perhaps
the weather has prevented him. Madame has written to him
expressing her consent.
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You are perfactly right. It is his headache to regularise
all the documents. You, as our specialist will naturally guide
him as you have put it in your letter but, (above all) you will
have to do the favour of taking all the precautions that having
given the money taken possession of the land he does not put
us in such a position that ultimately he eats the cake & has it
too or/and tries to blackmail us by threatening us with litigation
& then, like an angel, talks of a compromise which will mean
that we caught out a part of what he had paid us, by finding some
loophole in any of the various documents we had signed in
good faith. T need not harp on it, as, in this instance, it is
your raison d’etre for being in it at all. By the way, the land
in question is indeed meant to be used for building a hearth &

home and the peasant who sold-it to father had his cottage on
it...®

Talking of inflation, I, having some experience of countries
like Afganistan ;md Egypt which had recently got their freedom,
a Gcrméﬁy which was still licking the wounds of inflation and
above all India where I saw the tremendous post-indenendence
travail for self sufficiency and preparations for a war—offensive
or defensive—well, the list is far too long while East Bengal
which I visited every year was being ruthlessly exploited by West
Pak and not a chance given to her so that she could some day
stand on her own legs ( Adamyji, Ispahani & others didﬂbuild
some industries but their very siructure was exploitation-
oriented ) but huge amounts of luxury goods both from foreign
countries as also made in West Pak in collaboration with foreign
capital were poured even into subdivisional towns as opium
or toys for keeping the Banglas in a fools-paradise far away
from the reality of hard fight for gaining an autonomous econo-
my—well I knew what was in store for you when you were
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clebrating your independence in Dec/January. 1971/72. The
big difference is this : when India got independence inl947,
it had a large number of capitalists who had made piles & piles
of black market money let loose by U. S. A. in their war effort
in India. For the last 26 years we invested those crores &
crores, banned pracitcally ali foreign goods. had to tighten our
belts all through these years so that we have made some pro-
gress in some fields (although. let me hasten to add, as far as
the poverty in general is concerned we are where we werte in
1947 and {see no prospect of improvement) so that except for
razer blades you get everything home made in India to-day.

Apart from corruption which is partly due to the absence of
counsuniers’ goods etc. and the absence of goods partly due io

corraption, a vicious circle. lock of know-how foiks.

The Big question is where are your capitalists as india had
in 1947 ? Inspite of the capital which flowed into all sorts of
native industries, projects. dams & what not in India from
1947 we had to tighten our belt nearly 20 vears before
the middle classes.could get some relief while you in East Pak
had soap from Holland, fancy fabrics from England & fapan.
pens, watches, Hondas from China & Japan and {sphahanis
spintied coins on your tea.

Thank God. you had no marwaries in 1972. They could
have bought up and cornered every single thing which was
selling at usual prices in Jan-March 1972 'in Bangladesh with
their—} dozen of them could have done the trick with their
hundreds of crores and you wouid have been naked today my
dear chap, wearing bannana leaf. T had no intention of hording
necessities in Jan. 1972, e. g. ink, paper, apparels, BN
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lungis and pajamas etc. nor had I Bangladesh currency to do
50, but I told my people not to be fools but buy everything avail-
able, some of which were goddamn cheap as they were looted
property and the miscreants wanted to get ride of them as quickly
as possible. But all of them thought, the market will remain
flooded with Indian goods tiil Doom’s Day & they inay loose
ultimaely by buying at that time.

Be that as it may, I shudder at the idea as to how many long
long years you will have to go without this, that & the other.
Where will the damn capital come from ? Today it is paper eh?
Where will your type writer ribbon come from tomorrow ? How
can the Govt. help you or any other Govt. ?°?
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