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>. Finally, the too frequent changes in the courses of the
Bengal rivers prevented its towns taking roots, and gai-
ning any stability of existence. Owning to the low level
of land the principal means of communication in Bengal
being rivers, its towns could by and large flourish merely
on their banks or on their terminal points and mouths.
Therefore, the constant changes in the river courses.
would naturally make the towns of ephemeral character.>¢

2. The instability of the towns of Bengal is best reflected
in the periodical transfer of its capitals. At the advent
of Bakhtiyar Khalji in 1202, Nadiya was the seat of
the Hindu rulers. Muslim Sultans had moved over to
Lakhnauti or Gaur which had originally been founded
in the mid-12th century by the Hindus. ,,

In 1340 Haji Ilyas transferred the capital to Pandua.
renaming it Firozabad , which was abandoned by
Sultan Mahmud I before 1459 in favour of Gaur. ...
Sulaiman Karrani (1564-72), therefore again moved
away from Gaur fixing Tanda Khwaspur located four
miles west of Gaur as his capital. Very soon Tanda.
had completely replaced Gaur, though there were
two brief interregnums of reversions to Gaur : Once
on Humayun’s entry in Bengal in ¢. 1537-39 when he
took residence theére renaming it Jannatabad and the
second occasion was when Munim Khan Khan-i-
Khannan in 1575 insted on making it his capital. Shortly
afterwards Munim Khan and his army were carrled
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away in an epidemic so that Gaur was finally given up
and Tanda rose instead, ...

Around the last decades of the sixteenth century, the
Ganges was again changing its course moving away
from Tanda. In addition, the incursions of Magh and
Portugese had also jeopardised its security, therefore, in
¢. 1596, subedar of Bengal decided to transfer the seat of
his government to a town variously named as Akmahal,
Rajmahal or Akbarnagar. After his foundation it was
helped to grow into a ‘choice city’. But even this city
could command no stability. Early in the following
century, the incumbent Islam Khan decided to appoin
Jahangirnagar (Dacca) as the seat of his govemrnent
[1608] as he considered it better situated for his ope:rat
tions of Bengla.>®
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Town planning on a large scale is a modern idea, but
on a limited scale it was not entirely unfamiliar in the
medieval times. Some pattern seems to have been then
followed in the location of forts, mansions, mosques,
hammams, gardens, beazars and other pyblic byildings,
and the principal wards of the city generally accupying
sites according to their importance. ...

Cities were protected by walls built around them, while
the forts were constructed to provide against the con-
tingency of an invasion or a surprise attack. They
usually possessed effective defence measures, had
paved roads within convenient location of offices,
Karkhanas, Kitchen quarters for the staff, adequate
wa‘er supply and accommodation for long-term storage
of other human needs.>®
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Benaras has been represented as a large town from the
beginning of our period. Finch (W. Finch, Foster) noti- -
ced its circuit to be eight to ten Kos. The population
was dence to the extent of making the city overcrowded
and congested, a fact which was aggravasted by high -
buildings, ... narrow streets.

But the city had a fine sky line. Tt was crammed with
temples built with poius care and great expense. ...The
houses of the Hindu merchants, situated mostly on the .
cutskirts of the city, were large and well built with equally
well kept gardens and courtyards.?©

The merchant commuaity of Benaras was also consi-
derably wealthy and occupied a special position in
the city's social set-up. The Khattris and the bguias—
castes of businessmen—were reckoned as some of the
chief classes amongst. the Hindus, and they wese-also the
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real patrons of Hindu scholars and teachers. ... Thus
the Brahmans, the chief Hindu caste devoted to learning,
" abounded in the city.??

9. Even so, learning and academic¢ pursuits of the city are
nothing when compared with its deeps sancity to the Hindu
masses : the former, in fact, seems to be an offshoot of
the latter. From the earliest times the city has been pre-
eminently a place of Hindu pilgrimage. ... Bathing in
the river Ganges at Benaras constitutes one of the tenets
of Hindu religion, and a large mass used to assemble
there in order to perform thir religious rituals more than
four hundred temples were to be found witnin the city....

Mosques were also found inthe city. In the adjoining
part of the main town there were some tombs which would
a’tract Muslim masses.}}
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