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>. Finally, the too frequent changes in the courses of the
Bengal rivers prevented its towns taking roots, and gai-
ning any stability of existence. Owning to the low level
of land the principal means of communication in Bengal
being rivers, its towns could by and large flourish merely
on their banks or on their terminal points and mouths.
Therefore, the constant changes in the river courses.
would naturally make the towns of ephemeral character.>¢

2. The instability of the towns of Bengal is best reflected
in the periodical transfer of its capitals. At the advent
of Bakhtiyar Khalji in 1202, Nadiya was the seat of
the Hindu rulers. Muslim Sultans had moved over to
Lakhnauti or Gaur which had originally been founded
in the mid-12th century by the Hindus. ,,

In 1340 Haji Ilyas transferred the capital to Pandua
renaming it Firozabad , which was abandoned by
Sultan Mahmud I before 1459 in favour of Gaur. ...
Sulaiman Karrani (1564-72), therefore again moved
away from Gaur fixing Tanda Khwaspur located four
miles west of Gaur as his capital. Very soon Tanda.
had completely replaced Gaur, though there were
two brief interregnums of reversions to Gaur : Once
on Humayun’s entry in Bengal in ¢. 1537-39 when he
took residence thére renaming it Jannatabad and the
second occasion was when Munim Khan Khan-i-
Khannan in 1575 insted on making it his capital. Shortly
afterwards Munim Khan and his army were carrled
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away in an epidemic so that Gaur was finally given up
and Tanda rose instead, ...

Around the last decades of the sixteenth century, the
Ganges was again changing its course moving away
from Tanda. In addition, the incursions of Magh and
Portugese had also jeopardised its security, therefore, in
¢. 1596, subedar of Bengal decided to transfer the seat of
his government to a town variously named as Akmahal,
Rajmahal or Akbarnagar. After his foundation it was
helped to grow into a ‘choice city’. But even this city
could command no stability. Early in the following
century, the incumbent Islam Khan decided to appoin
Jahangirnagar (Dacca) as the seat of his govemrnent
[1608] as he considered it better situated for his ope:rat
tions of Bengla.>®

Firaz wuADs AR fftd-sifrresan o wGfefefa a-
7] 44 W4T (Metropolitan City) wwd JTWIAN  5FICT
A% T4 W IR U Ieuwe | e  TeI-orrsd
fafefe  dem TRz, foms:  IE-dEtea T
g ASLARSF grarety Teifae Wi TR-dfes aares A4-
s 9Fe fIem IE2 T AT g AfTe @R =R
@ 93 RN 99N gorat-aiflr awd 2em wIEE T |
@2 AT AT W), oty WA @A AR Aeaad 79
FAfes W1 JFAWA Abrea @ gl Fietates
Y INIATS | dowSte TvE o SidEmet ‘Aftg s
N SRSt I A RPN 93 AT AT
A FN-FE NI 9o @TRA TR ohat§ 2fezm-
e TEE FBAT CFrEFS-BANGR A 93
A AR 9 IWPN I @A (F+N ASR) Aofeas Tead
@ATe AR | RIS I FIIGR T AGTHT MIG 432
i AR weerRe  dory T acre-fvm e an-
TN @-@R4T 9o T8 T 6 cvg, IMtepR F e wpate ) >?
@ I AASE  Tie-TAfEd 9 QFaan S Yrad



S wan]  afkz oo ¢ senaed IR >

-rwie FRT IfEsrs A JrowcTE TR dorr [aE
FTACZ ICA CAZ FEA 1Y ST 98 oWz I I 7127 ofeed
e AfFlds 7R gEd-IRT TR-Rm deorw 9@
dratT afcwel del @ eI -8 I (I FTI I A0
SFR-TR Beweh An-RMa T 867 8 afwd-staces
Qeftcatet 2T Tt (W0F | woa’, BfEfYS SU 8 IR @ wx
i @R frEicg Seihe 2o ofifa @ 3t e fdY @ wiopte
T I74 AJTTT @FIT 9FB T 9L SR W Foa IFHBPE
miye zaE AfFsfeds rrarg It A guals F69 | FiF
9-Sita? Ipfactd 3fem demtn wfafis «® sedifer wotas
w7 M8 8 FRT MW ofr A IO GrA  SReideR
[T |

Frees RIS Totw g4t @ B &Ry o a3l 7=
TteR SRR A Afesy @R 9 Tte-wwie TieE
ATt 8 afeafor oraw | WeRD ToaER SRFSiS
fiz—dgtas M=ty ¢ Sftorml-ife  Bea-oifa a
Forr-Afaweoar AT | FF domth 932 FEoAR slRctiota
TN FCADT deE A @R wfsTe e FAR @, Tord-SAfore
i it ¢ vofim dfs asifesr s o wfifsse
IEuce $ifera AT ¢ wwfHE Sf¥Ees w9 I ThRAfEE
cgre | o Igman seadin FfR-dfsetn datw ca IRy IR-
o474 qRSF—FIA 8 TRk TAE TR ¥ TSR ST FHS
wolr ey owvras IR 2Ce TRy Iwfga | SF AR
Ffoohe o7 ©fF TR SfRced fReiwe: JE-marceTs wwd
FANPATZI IIFIGICANS IFRTCE 4t ITACT |

m FoF-AfgFedmy cimisE-agcifvs 3=-fFem o7
42 (it fafic zoe FrMFSy ATEMmM | oEIER e
AP @R dAF TeetEr RAs; wweea se-Shte
AR, AR SetT SR, ofed Pz | e iy = fofe
ot IR TCACZ FRIRTT @ oo fafis Tomg ‘slests



MR wfge; sfat [ asfat a€

@Ea’ | e Tom  wEATTT gureht fefits afra e
WIS 8 BIFF Tl AT (1R woae Fraceed @ T
fofe-Sratdn | Fgetiw, FAYz 9 5E-wea AR
T T ot eIty AfFFfede 4R T woHR SIS
Ace faftc zowg ™ aw (‘AR3iE) Faht-3e Ats-
e (siBeter), fRma orea, 0l fnzaw =ifrs Tk
gamy, fafis dfeh AT g1 =7+ 2z T4 A ITIAW,
‘Foig-peCa e Bosty PRR-afy, wAlewestt @ weptiEn, g2
Afram-crawct | 267 St cof Iox FE-wte e &R
Fq TCE 2 92 2B frow i w0 zoacg @rea, wAidwed
(z7), 75 (MB), ITTeT AT dforats T o ol TR
AfFAN; ST TN TG TNHT—9IIL QSR CEaT THIT-Jeot 1o
Brorg @R | WA SifT (I AN Aread fGm Sret—
FlMFYT SfF WY ATLTIT AT o1 SR TS IRM-TeTTR
g o= sifvcacg | 8fberiifte +fm o dies Iy
ofF AffFfeds Toim Bet-4TRETITrR Ttcarely XSt fcacg |
sFetare g-eigfer izt #ific «® Fadte  @fver-
ffits FIFS  PEAIAMT R FAAT T weiegm Afsa
el fadld scacg | TN Afoy dicg wfem afiRriom
gw fafic zowg Gk oF, @sdm (vfaw), ‘FEeten’ g3
wfem (‘%f) |

FfCFST WA 9% RISt AP At 3ewuel
ST 199 MICTT AT 44T o4l TN AT v
g% AMET-ER @ ACTGE T, FRIFCE WS SfCed
T BT 8 BfogeR o dmdi Wi 3R frees @ gae
Ffszafas @ T3 =gl oriftsy SR afce ‘sies Ry’
SOIE A derT FCAR | el gRE-aatceT fafiter wae-
A AT SeerE frr wfin 4y Ay fdr



SO AN ] FAF ATt @ FERIEA TeoRAFA 3>

Town planning on a large scale is a modern idea, but
on a limited scale it was not entirely unfamiliar in the
medieval times. Some pattern seems to have been then
followed in the location of forts, mansions, mosques,
hammams, gardens, beazars and other pyblic byildings,
and the principal wards of the city generally accupying
sites according to their importance. ...

Cities were protected by walls built around them, while
the forts were constructed to provide against the con-
tingency of an invasion or a surprise attack. They
usually possessed effective defence measures, had
paved roads within convenient location of offices,
Karkhanas, Kitchen quarters for the staff, adequate
wa‘er supply and accommodation for long-term storage
of other human needs.>®
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Benaras has been represented as a large town from the
beginning of our period. Finch (W. Finch, Foster) noti- -
ced its circuit to be eight to ten Kos. The population
was dence to the extent of making the city overcrowded
and congested, a fact which was aggravated by high -
buildings, ... narrow streets.

But the city had a fine sky line. Tt was crammed with
temples built with poius care and great expense. ...The
houses of the Hindu merchants, situated mostly on the .
cutskirts of the city, were large and well built with equally
well kept gardens and courtyards.}©

The merchant commuaity of Benaras was also consi-
derably wealthy and occupied a special position in
the city's social set-up. The Khattris and the bguias—
castes of businessmen—were reckoned as some of the
chief classes amongst. the Hindus, and they wese-also the
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real patrons of Hindu scholars and teachers. ... Thus
the Brahmans, the chief Hindu caste devoted to learning,
" abounded in the city.??

9. Even so, learning and academi¢ pursuits of the city are
nothing when compared with its deeps sancity to the Hindu
masses : the former, in fact, seems to be an offshoot of
the latter. From the earliest times the city has been pre-
eminently a place of Hindu pilgrimage. ... Bathing in
the river Ganges at Benaras constitutes one of the tenets
of Hindu religion, and a large mass used to assemble
there in order to perform thir religious rituals more than
four hundred temples were to be found witnin the city....

Mosques were also found inthe city. In the adjoining
part of the main town there were some tombs which would
a'tract Muslim masses.}}
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