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B, W91, ta, AFfs, APmifHTs), TRy, Wit Sonfu
AMGA AISE@I TAANE @A YT Eo61 FAET 1 “mfd7
D weF e qIE WEI QUn SEfergier : In
“Earthern World’, a collection of short stories by Abul
Fazal, the author shows examplary courage in writing in the
dilect of his characters, Eastern Bengal Mussalmans. It is
strong and pungent with a raciness that is rewarding to the
preserving reader for it is rough going at first t0 uncustomed
ears. The life of the eastern Bengal Mussalman is as rich as
it is untapped and world of its women is totally unknown.
With a genuine sense of humour Abul Fazal tells us in ‘The
‘Smile’ how the persistent and knowing smile of a small pupil
upset his school-teacher to the point of resignationand departure.
In the ‘Ayesha’ we see a truly beautiful woman. Poor, semi-
literate, living among people as mean and quarrelsome as they
well could be, she is untainted and so is her daughter.
“Mysterious Nature’ is elemental. Phulmati, an asthomatic
but passionate girl, is the fourth wife of her husband. She not
only survives the year a Sadhu has given her to live but is
cured ofher asthma and presents her husband with his first
son. The husband, who has merely tolerated her in the hope
of a fifth and long-lived wife as the Sadhu promised, indulges
freely in wife-beating and cursing and is most refractory until
his son conqueres him.>2
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