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How felt he when he first was told
A slave he ceased to be;

How proudly beat his heart, when fiirst
He knew that he was free !

The noblest feelings of the soul
To glow at once began;
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He knelt no more ; his thoughts were raised ;
He felt himself a man.

He looked above—the breath of Heaven
Around him freshly blew;

He smiled exultingly to see
The wild birds as they flew.

He looked upon the running stream
That ’neath him rolled away ;

Then thought on winds, and birds, and floods,
And cried, “I'm free as they”!

Oh Freedom ! there is something dear
F’en in thy very name,

That lights the altar of soul

~ With everlasting flame,

Success attend the patriot sword,
That is unsheathed for thee !

And glory to the breast that bleeds,
Bleeds nobly to be free !

Biest be the generous hand that breaks
The chain a tyrant gave.

And feeling for degraded man
Gives freedom to the slave.
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My country, in the day of glory past

A beauteous halocircled round thy brow.
And worshiped as a diety thou west—

Where is thy glory, where that reverence now ?
Thy eagle pinion is chained down at last,

And groveling in the lowly dust art thou.

Thy minstrel hath, no wreath to weave of thee,
Save the sad story of the misery,

Well—let me dive into depths of time.

And bring from out the ages that have rolled

A few small fragments of those wrecks sublime.
Which human eye may never behold ;

And let the guerdon of my labour be,

My fallen country, One kind wish for thee.
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Born, and educated in India, and at the age of eighteen,
he ventures to present himself ‘as a candidate for public
fame, and begs leave tO premise that only a few hours
gained from laborious. daily occupation have been devo-
ted to these poetical efforts.”
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His poems show a remarkable command of language
and beauty of expression; and if inspite of their
unbounded enthusiasm, their wealth of imagery, and
‘their passionate resentment of wrong, they lack some-
thing in originality and undoubtedly owe much to
Byron and Moore his contemporaries ; it must be
remembered that death at the age of twenty three cut
short the undoubted promise his youthful work evinces,
There can be no doubt from his poems that his was
one of those natures not made for happiness. He
lived life too intensely, his sympathies were too
widespread, his sensitive mind too much alive to the
eternal of things, for him ever to lead the ordinary
life of his fellow men.>0
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They evinced a vigour of thought and originality of
conception, a play of fancy, and a delicacy of tone,
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which occasioned the more surprise when the reader
came to know that the author was an East Indian,
by whose peregrinations had never extended beyond
limits of Bengal.>?
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Why hang’st thou lonely on yon withered bough?
Unstrung, for ever, must thou there remain ?
Thy music once was sweet—who hears it now ?
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Why doth the breeze sigh over thee in vain ?

Silence hath bound thee with her fatal chain ;
Neglected, mute, and desolate art thou,

like ruined monument on desert plain :

Those hands are cold—but if thy notes divine
May be my mortal wakened once again,
Harp of my country, let me strike the strain (>
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Thermopylae ; Freedom .to the slaves, Grecce. The Greeks
at Marathon, The Deserted Girl, The new Atlantis, Hope,
To the students of Hindu College.
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Goodnight, well then, goodnight thee,
In peace thine eyelids close;

May dreams of future happiness
Illume thy soft repose,

P’ve that within that knows no vain;
Sleep comes to me in vain,
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My dreams are dark-—I never more
Shall oass ‘good night’ again.
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Death my best friend, if tho dost open the door,
The gloomy entrance t0 a sunshine world,

It boots not when by beings scene is furled,

So thou canst aught like vanished bliss restore.
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Expanding like the petals of young flowers ;

I watch the gentle opening of your minds,

And sweet loosening of the spell that binds

Your intellectual energies and powers,

That stretch (like young birds in soft summer hours)
Their wings, to try their sirength. O, how the winds
Of circumstances, and freshening April showers

Of early knowledge, and unnumbered kinds

Of new perceptions shed their influence ;

And how you worship truth’s omnipotence.
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What joyance rain upon me, when I see
Fame in the mirror of futurity,

Weaving the Chaplets you have yet to gain,
Ah, then I feel I have not lived in vain.
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I wandered forth, and saw great nature's power.
The Hamlet was in desolation laid '

By the strong spirits of the storm ; there lay
Around me many a branch of giant trees.

Scattered as leaves are by the southern breeze

Upon a brook, or an autumnal day ;

Cloud piled on cloud was there, and they did seem
Like the fantastic figures of a dream,

Till morning brighter grew, and then they rolled away.
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There, all in silence, let him sleep his sleep !
No wandering mortal thither once shall wend,
There nothing o’er him but the heavens shall weep,
There never pilgrim at his shrine shall bend,
But holy stars alone their nightly vigils keep !

[ The Poet’s Grave ]
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Henery Derzio : the Eurasian poet, teacher and journa-
list, p. 203

Poems by H. L. V. Derzio, Baptist Mission Press, Calcutta,
1827

Poems of H. L. V. Derozio, A forgotten poet : ZTufe B’
Calcutta Gazette, 29 oct 1931
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Poems by H. L. V. Derozio, Baptist Mission Press
Calcutta, 1827
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