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Gaura, or as it is commonly called, Bangalah or Ben-
gali is the language spoken in the provinces, of which the
ancient city of Gour was once the capital. It still prevails in.
all the provinces of Bengal, excepting perhaps some forntier
districts ; but is said to be spoken in its greatest purity in
the eastern parts only ; and as there spoken, contains few words
which are not evidently derived fromi Sanscrit. The dialect
has not been neglected by learned men. Many Sanscrit poems
have been translated, and some original poems have been com-
posed in it. Learned Hindus in Bengal speak it almost exclusi-
vely ; verbal instruction in sciences is commuunicatd through this.
medium, and even public disputations are conducted in this.
dialect. Instead of writing it in the Devanagari, asthe Pracrit
and Hindevi are writren, the inhabitants of Bengal have adop-
ted a peculiar character, which is nothing else but Deva-nagari
difformed for the sake of expeditions writing. Even the
learned amongst them employ this character for the Sanscrit
language, the pronunciation of which too they in like manner
degrade to the Bengali standard. The labouré of Mr. Halhed
and Mr. Forster have already rendered a knowledge oftheBen gali



faShy syt ] |t s ISR )

dialect accesssible, and Mr. Forster’s further ezertions will still
more facilitate the acquisition of a language, which cannot
but be deemed greatly useful, since it Prevails throughout
the richest and most valuable portion of the British possessions
in Indja.88
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Hitherto we have seen the formation and consiruction of
the Bengal language in all its genuine simplicity, when it could
borrow Shanscsrit terms for every circumstances without the
danger of becoming umninteligble, and when tyvanny had unot
yet attempeted to impose its fetters on the freedom of com-
position* * *how far the Modern Bengalees have been forced
to debase the Purity of their native dialect, by the necessity
of addressing themselves to their Mahommedan Rulers. ..
(who) obliged the natives t0 procure a Persian translation to
all the papers which they might have occasion to present.
This practice familiarised to their ears sueh of the Persian
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terms as more immediately concerned their several affairs ; and
by long habit they learnt to assimilate them to their own
language, by applying the Bengal infleXions and termination.8?
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From and after the Ist January, 1801 no servent will be

deemed eligible to any of the offices here in after mentioned,
unless he shall have passed an examination the nature of which

will be here after determind in the laws and regulations, and
in the languages, a knowledge of which is here by declared to
be an indispensible qualifications.®¢
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A college is hereby founded at Fort William in Bengal, for the
better instruction of the junior civil servent of the company
in such branches of literature, science and knowledge as may
‘be deemed necessary to qualify them for the discharge of the
duties of the different offices, constituted for the administra-
tion of the Gaovernment on the British possessions in the
East Indies."®
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From his Second Mudnabati year Carey gave a third of his long
working day to this language, which Ram Ram Basu extolled as
almost divine. It was India’s hallmark of culture, the franchise
of her real aristocracy ; the tongue where in her seripture and
classics were all enshrined ; tne speech which unlocked her
very soul : the mother and queen of her many verraculars.
The conquer this was to lay open dozen derivatives; to take
this stronghold was to win a multifold domain.?>
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Sould vou you pursue the knowledge of the Hindoo language
it will no doubt have itsuse ! but could you leamn to read,
and understand and pronounce well all the books that -are
written in that language, yet not onein a hundred of the people
would understand you, nor could you understand them so
-different is the language called Bengalee (which spoken by the
higher ranks of Hindoos) from the common language of the
country, which is a mixture of Bengalee, Hindoostanee, Persian,
Portugues, Armenian and English, that is a mere jargon. I
much question wheather Moonshee can translate the Bible sa
at to be understood by the common people, and the less
50 as there is an alteration im their dialect every ten or twelve
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miles ; an if he ecould I am persuaded that he would be asha-
med of writing language so completely ungrammatical.A2

IR TR WA 2B s O f oot omr A iy
Jreetl Bfere Al frey ga wries avg Siw flye ae
fr gat? fma o swE sewg e wed ot B
Bray -

I have translated the Gospel by John, and the Epistle to the
Galatians myself, without his (Ram Ram Basaus) help ; and

the common people understand it much better them his ; but
it would be scouted by all above the rank of a farmer.a9
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rest of languages which derived from Sanskrit.9¢
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a multitude of words, originally persian or Arabic are cons-

tantly employed in common conversation, which perhaps ought
to be considered as enriching rather than corrupting the

language.?
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