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In 1947, Bengal was partitioned again, following horrific clashes
between Hindus and Muslims. On the occasion, however, hardly a
voice was raised in protest. On the contrary, the second and definitive
partition of Bengal was preceded by an organized agitation which
demanded the vivisection of the province on the basis of religion. This
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movement was led by the very same section of Bengali society that
had dominated its nationalist politics since the time of Bengal’s first
partition: the so-called bhadralok or ‘respectable people.” (Chatterji
1994: 01)
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