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It affords a very instructive picture of the life the (Theris) led in the
Valley of the Ganges in the time of the Gautama Buddha. It was a
bold step on the part of the leaders of the Buddhists reformation to
allow so much freedom and to concede so high a position to women
(Davids 1910: 72).
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Anekajati sarhsaram sandhavissam anibbisam,

Gahakarakarh gavesanto dukkha jati punappunarh.

Gahakaraka dittho si puna geharh na kahasi,

Sabba te phasuka bhagga gahakutarh visankhitar,

Visankharagatarh cittarh tanhanarh khayam ajjhaga. (Narada 1993:140)

That is, through many a birth I wandered in samsara, seeking, but not
finding, the builder of the house. Sorrowful is it to be born again and
again, O house-builder! Thou art seen. Thou shalt build no house
again. All thy rafters are broken. Thy ridge-pole is shattered. My mind
has attained the unconditioned. Achieved is the end of craving
(Narada 1993:140).
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