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Colonialism could only exist at all by postulating that there existed
a binary opposition into which the world 1s divided. The gradual
establishment of an empire depended upon a stable hierarchical
relationship 1s which the colonized existed as the other of the
colonizing culture. Thus the idea of the savage could occur only it
there was a concept of the civilized to oppose it. In this way a
geography of difference was constructed, in which differences were
mapped (cartography) and laid out in a metaphorical landscape that
represented not geographical fixity, but the fixity of power.
Imperical Europe became defined as the ‘centre’ in a geography at
least as metaphysical as physical. Everything that lay outside that
centre was by definition at the margin of the periphery of culture,

power and civilization. (Ashcroft 2013 : 36-37)
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We must at present do our best to form a class who may be
interpreters between us and the millions whom we govern; a class
of persons, Indian 1in blood and colour, but English in taste, in
opinions, in morals and in intellect. (Woodrow 1862 :115)
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