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... a short story is, or, should be a simple thing; it aims at producing one single
vivid effect; it has to seize the attention at the one, and never releasing, gather
it together more and more until the climax is reached. The limits of human
capacity to attend closely therefore set a limit to; it must explore and finish
before interruption occurs or fatigue sets in. (1899: 17)
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A story is a way to say something that can’t be said any other way, and it takes
every word in the story to say what the meaning is. You tell a story because a
statement would be inadequate. When anybody asks what a story is about, the
only proper thing is to tell him to read the story. The meaning of fiction is not
abstract meaning but experienced meaning, and the purpose of making
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statements about the meaning of the story is only to help you to experience
that meaning more fully. (2012: 9)
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Shakespeare’s Prince Hall cannot rid himself of the Temptation to see how the
Crown fits, even at the bedside of his sick father. (1900: 96)
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