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It is sometimes carelessly assumed that, since the business of the stage is so
largely and so necessarily with action, characterization in a play is really of
minor importance. ... Characterization is the really fundamental and lasting
element in the greatness of any dramatic work. (Hudson 1913: 246)
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In the alienated world in which we live, social reality must be presented in an
arresting way, in a new light, through the ‘alienation’ of the subject and the
characters. The work of art must grip the audience not through passive
identification but through an appeal to reason which demands action a decision.
(Fischer 1971: 10)
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