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“Indeed the last twenties during which Mabhitlal
composed the poems of Vismarani and Smara-garal.
Seem to be the height of his creative period. During
three years he was a constant visitor to our house in
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North Calcutta in which my brother Nirod, the
‘unknown Indian' and I used to live and I can claim to
be one of the very first who heard from his own lips
manay of these poems before they were published. As
soon as he had written a poem he would come over to
read it out to us and I still seem to hear the echo of the
stentarian voice with which he used to recite the
poems.’
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Perhapes the emphasis he laid on the expericnec of

the senses led Mohitlal to believe that he was a
comparison of Swinburne. But in this too he is nearer
Keats. There is nothing more Sensuous in his poetry.
For him all sensuous experience is transfigured by a
moral purpose behind. In several of his poems notably
in his ode to Schopenhauer (in which by the way he
has used a stanza In imitation of the Spensarian but
consisting of seven lines instead of nine with
cansummate skill )} he has treated of the mystry of
love. His conception of love is not Platonic or mystic
which seeks to sublimate the deepest instinct of all
beings into on ethereal channel. His exaction of the
body and his adoration of Veuns Genetrix are based
upon an acaptance of the urge which impels a being to
seek out a mate and which compels it to sacrifice a
part of itself for the perpetration of the bodily
existence as a fundamental fact of lie.
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Hindusthan standard, 17 August 1952. Sunday
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