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The symbolic order dominates human culture and social order, for to remain
solely in the Imaginary Order is to render oneself incapable of functuning in
society. Nevertheless, the Imaginary Order makes itself felt through experiences
of the kind the Symbolic Order would classity as misinterpretations,
misunderstandings, or errors of perception. That is, the Imaginary Order makes
itself felt through any experience or view point that does not confirm adequately
to the societal norms and expectations that constitute the Symbolic Order. (I
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One might even argue that the profound value of the Imaginary Order lies in
the very fact of its not controlling our lives the way the Symbolic Order does.
Ironically, it is this “lack” of control that probably offers us the only resistance
we have to the ideological systems that constitute the Symbolic Order.
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