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Diglossia is a relatively stable language situation in which in

addition to the primary dialects of the language (which may

include a standard or regional standards), there is a very
divergent, highly codified (often grammatically more
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complex) superposed variety, the vehicie ol a large and
respected body of written literature. either of an earlier
period or in another speech community. which is learned
largely by formal education and is used for most written and
formal spoken purposes but is not used by any section of the
community for ordinary conversation.®
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'Look at Jane!" he said 'In all her blossoms! Who'll put
blossoms on you next year ‘Jinny? Me or some body else?...

He dropped his dead. Then he said. in.dialect: ‘Ay, may be |
do. may be I do! Well then. I'll say nowt, an' ha' done wi't.
But tha mun dress thyvsen. an’ go back to thy stately homes

of England. how beautiful they stand. (¢?M3F 34, 9. 205)
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Y "...Where two varieties of a language exist side by side
throughout the community, with each having a definite
role to play.'— Charles Ferguson, 'Diglossia’ in Language
and social context (Giglioll’, P. edited), Penguin books,
1985 p. 232,
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