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“The Fact that children's misuses and errors in speech are
potentially revealing ol what they know about their language
and, in particular. about the meaning it can be used to

express.™®
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— A person is radically mistakin to assume that the nature

of language is self evident or to conclude that we know all

about a language just because we speak it. Gradually,
however, we are laearning about this rather remarkable and
purely human instrument of communication.’®
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the attempt to put the insights resulling from lingustic
research to practical uses, particularyly in the area of
language teaching.
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"First of all. there are millions of children whose 6nly
contact with Standard English is the classroom. The
language of the home and of the streets or playground is
substandard. If they are to acquire the standard Englilsh,
it will be by dint of repetitive drill and systematic
reinforcement, concentrating upon a amall number of
items at a time, for the purpose of develping the correct
form as a habitual and instantaneous response. Such

teaching must be well planed: one cannot afford to waste
time on what the student already commands. An effective
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program, therefore, must be based upon a constractive
study of Standard English and the Substandard Dealect
prevalent in the community in order to identify what
must be emphasized and what can by safely i{gnored. This
has given a new practical and pedagogical importance of
the study of social dealects, especially those characteristic
of our large urban ceniers. Several extensive projects are
currently under way, notably in New York. Chicago, and
Washington, D.C".
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