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A candidate for the degree of Doctor of Literature (D. Litt.) must
have previously obtained the degree of Masters of Arts or the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy...[ University of Dacca, The Calender, Vol |,
1953 :182 ).
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The degree of Doctor of Literature (D.Litt.) may be conferred upon a
person who has obtained the Ph. D. degree of this University or any
other equivalent degree of an approved University...[ University of
Dacca Calender 1969 : 214).
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This book is a major contribution, in the field of Descriptive
Linguistics, to the study of the Bengali Language. A pioneer
work, it is "well founded in phonetics and in richness of
exemplification and instance.” The author has used all the
techniques of the science of Linguistics and provides
"impressive of the perception techniques of the observation and
record at the phonetic level in the form of palatograms and
kymograms or of both, specifically keyed to the anal);sis."

In his foreword to Mr. Hai's work, Professor J. R. Firth
describes the book as "fresh and full of interest to all students
of linguistics." While commending it with "great pleasure” to
interested readers, he points out that, "although he has
realised the importance of keeping the phonetic, phonological
and grammatical levels of analysis distinct in approach and
separate in treatment, he has also shown the value of a close
association of his findings at the phonological and
grammatical levels.”

Before Mr. Hai could ever begin to write this book it was

necessary for him to undertake a complete analysis of the
phonetics of Bengali. Only in this way could he seize from the
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stream of speech that element which i. so exhaustively
examined in this work. Any one who has the patience to study
the new terminolgy employed by Mr. Hai will find this book a
mine of information. It is by no means confined to the subject of
nasality, and should be of interest to all linguists.

23fB7 (oreTR Tl e =@t fAw epiondt

An Opinion

Both Professor Ferguson and I were impressed with the
high calibre of the work. It has a wealth of phonetic detail,
and the analysis, while based on different premises than ours,
offers a valuable contribution to the understanding of Bengali
phonology.

Carleton T. Hodge

Head, Department of Near Eastern and African Languages

School of Languages

Foreign Service Institute

Washington

[] The Sound Structures of English and Bengali
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[ 8] Traditional Culture in East Pakistan
[A survey under the auspices of UNESCO]
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