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The most important thing about the theory during the first decade
of twentieth century was that it worked, and worked staggeringly
well. The argument, when reduced to it’s simplest form, was clear,
it was precise, it was easy to grasp. There are Westerners, and
there are Orientals. The former dominate; the latter must be
dominated, which usually means having their land occupied, their
internal affairs rigidly controlled, their blood and treasure put at
the disposal of one or another Western power. (Said, 1979 : 36)
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Along with all other peoples variously designated as backward,
degenerate, uncivilized and retarded, the Orientals were viewed in
a framework constructed out of biological determinism and moral-
political admonishment. The Oriental was linked thus to elements
in Western society (delinquents, the insane, women, the poor)
having in common identity best described as lamentably alien.
Orientals were rarely seen or looked at; they were seen through,
analyzed not as citizens, or even people, but as problems to be
solved or confined or —as the colonial powers openly coveted their
territory —taken over. (Said, 1979 : 207)
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Still he does speak for them in the sense that what they might have
to say, were they to be asked and might they be able to answer,
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would somewhat uselessly confirm what is already evident: that
they are a subject race, dominated by a race that knows them and
what is good for them better than they could possibly know
themselves. Their great moment were in the past; they are useful in
the modern world only because the powerful and up-to-date
empires have effectively brought them out of the wretchedness of
their decline and turned them into rehabilitated residents of
productive colonies. (Said, 1979 : 34-35)
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Only an Occidental could speak of Orientals, for example, just as it
was the White Man who could designate and named the coloreds
or non-whites. Every statement made by Orientalists or White Men
(who were usually interchangeable) conveyed a sense of
irreducible distance separating white from colored, or Occidental
from Oriental; moreover beside statement there resonated the
tradition of experience, learning and education that kept the
Oriental-colored to his position of object studied by the
Occidental-white, instead of vice-versa. Where one was in a
position of power —as Cromer was, for example —the Oriental
belonged to the system of rule whose principle was simply to make
sure that no Oriental was ever allowed to be independent and rule
himself. The premise there was that since the Orientals were
ignorant of self-government, they had better be kept that way for
their own good. (Said, 1979 : 228)
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