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Ecological feminists (‘ecofeminists’) claim that there are important connections
between the unjustified dominations of women, people of colour, children and
the unjustified domination of nature. (Warren 2000: 1)
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Nature is unproductive; organic agriculture based on nature’s cycles of
renewability spells poverty; women and tribal and peasant societies embedded
in nature are similarly unproductive, not because it has been demonstrated that
in cooperation they produce less goods and services for needs, but because it is
assumed that ‘production’ takes place only when mediated by technologies for
commodity production, even when such technologies destroy life. A stable and
clean river is not a productive resource in this view: it needs to be ‘developed’
with dams in order to become so. Women, sharing the river as a commons to
satisfy the water needs of their families and society are not involved in
productive labor: when substituted by the engineering man, water management
and water use become productive activities. Natural forests remain unproductive
till they are developed into monoculture plantations of commercial species.
Development thus, is equivalent to maldevelopment, a development bereft of the
feminine, the conservation, the ecological principle. (Shiva 1988: 3)
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