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the manuscript it was falling to pieces. He copied it out
in his own hand. With the help of these letters he
plunged into an exhaustive study of the many-sided
character of Cicero, admirable as an artist, stimulating as
a thinker., loveable as a man. ;I‘he character which
through Petrarch became one of the forces that formed
the renaissance ideal of humanism.

—Gilbert Highet, The classical Tradition
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Petrarch -was a synthesis of Greece and Rome with
Modern Europe ....... He was a progressive spirit. He was
more modern by being more classical. He enriched the
life of his time and of his successors by filling it with
newly awakened powers of antiquity.

—Gilbert Height, The classical Tradition, p88
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ways of feeling, thinking, and writing cast a deep spell
-on Petrarch. Above all he loved the polish, elegance, and
perfection of form of Virgil and Horace and Cicero, as he
detested the un-Roman latin of the Middle Ages and
every thing written in it."

—-Frederick B. Artz. Renaissance Humanism (1300-
1500), p. 18
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So he (Petrarch) found in Latin literatare a natural
and wholesome enjoyment of the goods of human life,
and a worldly wisdom full of sanity and the spirit of the
golden mean.
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—Frederick B. Artz, Renaissance Humanism (1300
-1550). p. 20
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Oft like a sad imprisoned bird I sigh

To leave this land, though mine own land it be;

Its green robed meads. _gay flowers and cloudless
sky

Though passing fair, have but few charms for me.

For I have dreamed of climes more bright and free

Where virtue dwells and heaven-born'lliberty

Makes even the lowest - happy: —Where the eye

Doth sicken not,to see man bend the knee

To sordid interést :—Climes where science thrives,

And genius doth receive her querdon meet;

Where man in all his truest-glory lives,

And Nature's face is exquisitely sweet— :

For those fair climes I heave the impatient sigh.

There let me live and there let me die.
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I want to Introduce the sonnet into our language. and
some mornings ago, made the following :
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It is commonly said that the Petrarchan sonnet
presents a situation, event, image. or generalization in
the octave and in the sestet a reflection. result or
application

—Robert M. Darling, Petrarch's Lyric Poems.
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Laura. illustrious through her own virtues, and long
famed rough my verses, first appeared to my eyes in my
youth, in the year of oyr lord 1327, on the sixth day of
April, in the church of St. Clare in Avignon, at Matius; and
in the same city, also on the sixth day of April, at the
same first Hour, but in the year 1348, the light of her life
was withdrawn from the light of day, while 1, as it'
chanced. was in verona, unaware of my fate.
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But he could render far greater service’to his couhtri and
have a better chance of achieving a lasting reputation for
“himself, if he will employ the taste and tatents, which he
"had cultivated by the study of English, in improving the
standard and adding to’the stock of the poems of his own
language, if poetry at all events he must write.
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©8. "I have been lately reading Petrarca, the Italian poet énd
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the sonnet g Will do ~wonderfully in our language I
hope to come out with a small volume. one of these days...
Believe me, our Bengali is a very beautiful language. It only
wants men of genius to polish it up; .....It is, or rather, it
has the elements of a great language in it."
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