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The second class of instincts was not so easy to define;
in the end we came to recognize sadism as its
representative. As a result of theoretical considerations,
supported by biology, we assumed the existence of a
death-instinct, the task of which is to lead organic
matter back into the inorganic state.”
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Just as the human body connects us with the mammals

and displays numerous relics of earlier evolutionary

stages going back even to the reptilian age, so the human

psyche is likewise a product of evolution which, when

followed up to its origins, shows countless archaic

traits.*Y.
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