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p.178 “Consequently, they [the Government ] adopted an extremely cautious

attitude and advised the Committee { of the Calcutta Madrasah ] that
in all attempts at improvement they should endeavour to carry with
them the voice of the educated classes of the community. Even what
was useless, if highly prized, should not be hastily rejected. The
Madrasah Committee was told that the selection of what is valuable in
the works actually studied is naturally the first step in the introduction
of an improved system of study.”

“Dr. Lumsdan had been an advocate of teaching Western Science in the
Madrasah but had hesitated to act without specific orders from the
government. But encouraged now by the emphatic declarations of the
Examiners, he pressed the General Committee for a decided policy.
He knew that the Committee was apprehensive of possible antagonism
of the Muslims to any innovation, but from his long experience as
Secretary of the Madrasah he was sure that they would not object to
English as a medium of instruction in sciences. He now stressed his
point to the Government and also suggested that a stipend of Rs. 8/-
per month be given to students who took this course to help overcome
any religious scruples.”

PP.188-189 *'The General Committee was convinced it was the proper object of

the Madrasah ¢‘to combine the knowledge of English with high
attainments in Mahomadan literature and science.'”” This was a correct
approach to the problem of giving English education to Muslim students
for they were not prepared to forego the language and literature of
their own culture. But the next action of the Madrasah sub-Commit tee
in requiring all students to attend the English class was undoubtediy
unwise. In February 1833, came another resolution to the effect that
from that date the students would be expected to study English and
that ‘“an increase from two to five rupees per mensem, according to
proficiency shall be made” on the result of the examination. It
appears that at the annual examination of 1833, the number of boys
fell from 87 to 45.”
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