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Shah Murtada. otherwise called Murtada—Anand. was the son of Sayyad
Hasan of Bareilly, and a disciple of Sayyad Abdur-Razzaq. .... Sayyad
Shah Murtada-Anand’s miracles were many. The Khazinatul Asfya by
Mufti Ghulam Sarwar of Lahore quotes from the Marijul Vilayet that
Shah Murtuda of Rajmahal, in Bengal. was addicted, like jogis, to wine,
had miraculous power, and used to sing verses on the Divine Unily. He
was very fond of music and ecstacy. .... Shah Murtada was also a poet and
used to sing in Bengali and Persian. The following ghazal is said to be by
him.
Free from gain and unconcerned of loss, I do not
. purchase both worlds for half a barley.
I am awere of the shares of the world, so that you
may not accuse me of being unawere.
[ am content like tiger in the forest and not like dog
going about for carcase.’
I ai red-faced like the ruby (of the pommegranate colour)
so gold in sight is of yellow colour.
The world of Murtada is fleeting "tis better that I should
] pass away more quitly. )
I may. here mention that the habits, praciices and beliefs of Murtada-
Anand and his followers — the Murtada Shahis, as they are called — are
anti-Islamic. These are exactly as same as those of the Hindu Tantriks. ...
Shah Murtada was burried at Suti, also called Suti Sharif. Suti is a thana
of Jangipur Sub-Division. The Saint. his wife and Anand Mayi's tombs
had a common platform. When the tomb was about to cut by the river, the
coffin of the saint was removed to Chapghati close to Suti. When this
place too was threatened by the river the body was removed to Harwa,
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about eight miles south-west and burried there. This was, it is said, in
accordance with what the saint had pchleted that my tomb would be in
three places’. The last named place is quite safe.”
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Shah Murtada-Anand’s Urus (death anniversary) takes place
every year from 11 to 13 Rajab. On the last day. one of the fagirs
of the cult is elected to be the headman, and a hood is placed on
his head by the Sajjada—nashin of the tomb, when the former
offers a present to the latter. The newly elected head, with others
then repairs to the tomb of Shah Nimat-ullah Wali at Firuzpur. ...
The headman must be a langot-band (celebrate) and must have a
Murtada-Shabhi distar (hood).Nr
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The tradition regarding the union of Shah Murtada and Anand
Mayi Devi which is current. is more extraordinary and is as
follows :
A marriage party of a certain Brahman was returning after the
marriage ceremony was over. When it arrived at the river bank.
the processionalists asked Shah Murtada. who was there, to
move away. as his touch would contaminate the members of the
bridal party. He moved away. When they reached home. it was
found to their surprise that the Shah and the bride were together
within the litter. He was driven away therefrom. When the bridal
party was taken into the house, there too. they were found
together. The bridal party was sorely tired and became very
apprehensive. The bride. who too was, attached to the faqir said.
“It is not proper for me to remain here, I must go to the faqgir”.
So she came to Shah Murtada and was by him converted and
initiated to his cult. One day she said, “I was hitherto a member
of a respectable family of Brahmans: shall 1 hold a similar
position now?” He replied, “‘your name will be before mine. and
my name will be coupled with yours.” Since then. he is called by
his followers Anand-Murtada, and by the common people
Murtada-Anand, as the girl’s name was Anand Mayi Devi.™®
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Shsh Murtada used to dive into the water of river that flows
below Rajmahal. disappear for days. and then re-appear on the
surface. Sometime he would dive into water at Rajmahal and
appear at Suti, where he was subsequently burried. ™
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