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The whole edifice of dramatic realism— problem play, thesis play, drama of
ideas, didactic drama, drawing room drama, romantic-rhetorical drama, etc., all
derivatives of the well-made play genre of the nineteenth century, and all
rebelling against it— flourished during the late nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries. Dramatic realism became a testing ground for ideas and society.
(Krasner, 2012: 168)
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While formal attempts at confronting man with the ultimate realities of his
condition projected a coherent and generally recognized version of the truth,
The Theatre of the Absurd merely communicates one poet’s most intimate and
personal intuition of the human situation, his own sense of being, his individual
vision of the world. This is the subject matter of The Theatre of the Absurd,
and it determines its form, which must, of necessity, represent a convention of
the stage, basically different from the “realistic” theatre of our time. (Esslin,
2004: 293)
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The modermist vanguard of the early to mid-twentieth century rejected this
‘reality’ concept, finding representation dubious or impossible. Avant-grade
modernists critiqued realism’s claim to objectivity as a false paradigm; no
matter how ‘objective’ the artist claims to be, there is a guiding hand in the
creation that influences the art object’s intent; to pretend otherwise is
disingenuous. (Krasner, 2016: 13)
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But death thus recovered does not remain simply human; it becomes mine. By
being interiorized it is individualized. Death is no longer the great unknowable
which limits the human; it is the phenomenon of my personal life which makes
of this life a unique life-that is, a life which does not begin again, a life in
which one never recovers his stroke. Hence, I become responsible for my death
as for my life. Not for the empirical and contingent phenomenon of my decease
but for this character of finitude which causes my life like my death to be my
life. (Sartre, 1993: 532)
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©, qEeTE ¥ o vrfive @7 FW foasds W@ Nice 22 January 1892
iz fecufeeea:

One evening I was walking along a path, the city was on one side and the fjord
below. I felt tired and ill. I stopped and looked out over the fjord -- the sun was
setting, and the clouds turning blood red. I sensed a scream passing through
nature; it seemed to me that [ heard the scream. I painted this picture, painted
the clouds as actual blood. The color shrieked. This became The Scream.
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