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The period between 1924 and 1925 can be
regarded as one of transition. It witnessed the
sudden rise in the intensity of communalism
throughout. Bengal, which has its first major
outburst in the Calcutta riots of 1926, followed by
Hindu. Muslim riots in many parts of Bengal. 8
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The ‘Communal Award’ announced by the
British Prime Minister Ramsay Mcdonald on 16
August 1932 was a precursor to the act of 1935.
It caused great resentment among the Hindu
bhadralok and the zamindars as it curtailed
their power in the proposed Legislative Assembly
of Bengal. In sofar as Bengal was concerned —
the award granted 120 seats to the Muslim
community, 30 to the Scheduled Caste and 10
for the Depressed Classes in an assembly of 250
members.»
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After the passing of the Garo Hills Act in late
Nineteenth century the tribal peasants were
subjected to the local Zaminders, who compelled
them to pay a fixed amount of rental in kind
irrespective of the yield. The system known as
tanka or dhan karani was more exacting than
the barga or crop sharing system. *°
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After a long sustained agitation by the tanka
peasants, the fazlul Haq ministry. at least, in
1940 intervened though haltingly and half
heartedly. The Government made a survey of the
entire lands of those five police stations of
Kalmakanda, Durgapur, Haluaghat, Naltabari,
Sribordi and announced that (1) peasants would
have 'Jot' rights in the Tanka land (2) if he tilled
a land for 12 years he would not pay any 'salami’
and (3) peasants tilling a land for less than 12
years would pay "salami' worth one year Tanka-
paddy and this would be paid in instalments in
nine years. The main demand of money rent in
place of Tanka was not granted. Government
would not abolish Tanka. *
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