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‘Literary Bengali of Prose, during the greater pari of the 19th
century, was thus a doubly artificial language and with its forms belong-
ing to middle Bengali and its vocabulary highly Sanskrietisd, it could
only be compared io a ‘Modern English’ with a chaucerion grammay
and a Super-Jonsonian vocabulary, if such a thing could be conceived.’s8
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Azt v ‘through out each senience completly in English transtating
it, almosi word for word, into a rich and fabulous Bengali.’

i@ wie  &fe ; This prose, produced cerebrally, with almost a fastidi-

ousness might cffect, appear to be the work of highly gifted Europcan
who has taken the trouble of studying first sanskrit and then Ben-
gali, and the additional trouble of speaking out his mind of Euro-
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age of the latter.’ s¢
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afgs - What I mean by tradition involves all those habitual actions,

habiis, and customs, from the most significant religious rite to our
conventional way of greeting a stranger, which represent the
blood kinship of ‘the same people living in the same place.” It
involves a good deal which can be called taboo : that this word
is used in our time in an exclusively derogatory sense in to me
a curiosity of some significance.’20
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