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Iai— “The Theory of Emanation (as perfected by ‘Shaykh-ul-Akbar’,
Mahiuddin Ibnul Arabi—the founder of ‘Wajudiyyah School of Thought’
AN T I 4T, ‘eTMIed we¥ — WLaedlw ) is a discussion of
origin of things. It forms the province of Haqayiq (Greater Mysteries);
the other province called Daqayiq (Lesser Mysteries) is related to the mystical
side of sufi-ism. The material superstructure of sufi-ism has a Neo-Platonic
basis ; the mystical side, the Daqayiq, is an original attempt at the elucida-
tion of the mysteries of life and is purely Islamic in origin. ‘- -The Dagayiq
are really the cheories of ascent (Taraqqiyat); and these are purely of Islamic
origin. The theories are several and varied; for as the saying goes, ‘“‘there
are as many ways to God as there are souls of men” (al turuqu ‘ilallahi ka
nufusi bani’ adama). Existence has descents i.e., manifestations according
to limitation. These are the potentialities (Shuyunat) of Existence like the
potentialities of a tree in a seed. No attributes or asma (names) are to be
found in this stage ; in this stage, the Dhat is called Munqatul Isharat
(Dropping of all indications) ; Dhat-i-sadhaj (uncolored Dhat), Majhul-ul-
Nath (undefined by attributes), Ghayb-ul-Ghuyub (the unseen even in
thought), La Taiyun (the unlimited), Ghaybi-Mutluq (the absolute unseen),
Wujud-i-bahat (Pure Existence), Ayn-ul-Kafur (Reality of Camphor, i.e.,
that which falls in Camphor becomes Camphor itself). Every descent has a
world of its own forits manifestation. The second stage is called Wahidiyyat.
Between these there is the borderland called Wahdut; just as the present is
the borderland between the past and the future. This is called barzakh (and
the barzakh in the present instance is Wahdut). It is also called Haqiqat-i-
Muhammadi (the Reality of Muhammad). It is the mirror through which
God sees His attributes and asma. Unless the glass is coated with
mercury, the seer cannot see his face in it; (i.e., without the coating, there
can be no reflection of one’s face,) Without the barzakh, the manifesta-
tion of attributes is unthinkable. The third is the world of souls (it is also
called Alam-i-Jabrut), the fourth is Mithal (it is also called Malakut), the
fifth is Shahadat (the external world) and the sixth is Insanul-Kamil (the
perfect man), which includes all the attributes and asma. The Reality of
Muhammad has thus fully manifested itself in Adam. There are thus six
stages and five manifestations and these latter are called Hazrati-Khamsa
(The Five Presences).” —‘Studies in Tasawwuf’ by Khaja Khan.
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