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I tried my callow hand at almost every poetical form. How could
[ learn the tricks of a trade unless I tried to do them myself ? I
learned that the bad tricks come easily; and the good ones, which
helj: you to say what you think you wish to say in the most
meaningful moving way, I am still learning.?
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To be eaten, to be divided, to be drunk
Among whispers : by Mr. Silvero

with caressing hands, at Limoges

who walked all night in the next room;
By Hakagawa, bowing among the Titians;
By Madame de Tornquist, in the dark room
Shifting the candles ; Fraulein von kulp

who turned in the hall, one hand on the door.¢
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And now I am sorry that God made me man. The beasts, birds,
fishes etc., blessed their conditions, for they had no sinful nature,
They are not obnoxious to the wrath of God, they are not to go to
hell after death.
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Dada was ‘against everything’ (including Dada) and had been
composed in unequal proportions of an understandable disgust with
world conditions, boredom and the desire of individuals for self-
advertisement.>?
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Pure Psychic automatism by means of which it is proposed to
express, cither verbally, in writing, o1 in any other way, the real
pracess or thought --in the absense of all cantrol exercised by reason
and outside all aesthetic or moral considerations.>*
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“Tried to put down in paint or words an actual representation of what
they imagined to be the real world in which they tried”>8 933 Zrpifirs
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the real world”—-9% Foraaz fR#cw | Ffacaferda g3 fiws oiRtaw
NTHGT AT SARITIT FIosT WA AT, AT (ATF YA A BIRTAT
Bewer ¢ “‘without the aid of logic or reason, and put (hem down,
illogically and unreasonably in paint and words.”>®
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Onc method the surrealists used in their poetry was to juxtapose
words and images that had no rational relationship ; and out of
this they hoped to achieve a kind of subconscious, or dream, poetry
that would be tmer to the real imaginative world of the mind,
mostly submerged. than is the poetry of the conscious mind, which
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relies upon the rational and logical relationship of ideas, objects

and images.>?
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The problem it has never solved is the problem of form. Here it
could not innovate since it expressly disclaimed ‘aesthetic considera-
tions’, Neither could it reject entirely, since to write at all is to use
a form, however unplanned it may appear. So it has simply taken
over existing forms and has used them very loosely, free verse
drifting into the prose poem and tne prose poem sometimes expari-
ding into the long personal symbolic or doctrinaine work which may
look like a novel but for which no satisfactory name has been
found. The distinction between poetry and proseis largely aboli-
shed as being of small importance, but  because o1 the stress laid
on symbols and images most surrealist writing appears ‘poetic’
to readers accustomed to associate prose with the realistic and the

rational.d%
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I do not mind from where the images of a poem are dragged up :
drag them up, if you like, from the nethermost sea of the hidden self’;
but before they reach paper, they must go through all the rational
process of intellect. The surrealist on the other hand, put their
words down togather on paner exactly as they emerge from chaos :
they do not share these words or put them in order ; to them, chaos
is the shapé and order. This secms to me to be exccedingly presump-
tious, the Surrealist imagine that whatever they dredge from their
subconscious selves and put down in paint or in words must, essen-
tially, be of some interest or value. 1 deny this. One of the arts
of the poet is to make comprehinsible and articulate what might
emerge from Subconscious sources; onc of the great main
uses of the intellect is to setect, from the amorphous mass of
subconsoious images, those that will best further his imaginative
purpose, which is to write the best poem he can.?
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O Curlew, cry no more in the air,

Qv only to the water in the West;

Because your crying biings to my mind
Passion-dimmed cyes and long heavy hair
That was Shaken out over my breast ;

There is enough evil jn the crying of wind.?®
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The Scholar

Bald heads forgstful of their sins,
Old, learned, respectable bald heads



292 | =it v o fefaa gaed 2

[dit and annotate the lines

That youog men, tossing on their beds,
Rhymed out in loves despair

To flatter beauty’s ignorant car

All shuffle there : all cougir in ink

Al wear the carpet with their shoes ;

Al think what other people think :

All know  the man their neighbour knows,
Lord, what would tiey say

d  their catallus walk that way 7
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The poem which is absolutely original is absoluely bad ; it is in the
bad “sense “‘subjectiva”, with no relation ro the world to which it

appeals.
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... Truc originality is merely development and iy it is the right
d=velopment it may appear in the end so inevitable that we almost

come to the point of wview of denying all ““original” virtue to the

poet. He simply did the next thing.
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