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From the time of Brahmans distinct traces of lowering of the position of women is
noticed and liberty given to women became gradually restricted 7R
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In the manusmriti we witness the cruel infliction of domestic Subservience of

woman. The road to heaven is barred to her and there is hard bargaining with her
for the offer of an alternative route. Matrimony and obedience to the husband arce

the only means whereby a woman can hope to reach heaven.”?
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Who was responsible for their fall? It was Manu, the Law-Giver of the Hindus.

There can be no other answer.¢
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The wife and husband being the equal halves of one substance are equal in everv
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That at one time a Woman was entitled to upanavana is clear from the
Atharvaveda, a girl is spoken of as being eligible for marriage having finished her
Brahmacarva. From the Shrouta sutras it is clear that women could repeat the
mantras of that vedas and that women were taught to read the vedas, panini's
Ashatdhavi bears testimony to the fact thet women attended Gurukul (College)
and studied the various shakhas (Sections) of the veda and became expert in

Mimansa. Patanjali's Mahabhashva shows that women were teachers and taught
vedas to girl students ”®
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