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Ecofeminism argues that there is a parallal between women and nature that

comes from their shared history of oppression by a patriarchal society.

Ecofeminists...feel that men dominate women and humans dominate nature.

Naturally, then women and the environmentalist should be united in their
struggle (Afroza, 2017: 10).
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In patriarchal thought, women are identified as being closer to nature and men

as being closer to culture. Nature is seen as inferior to culture; hence, women
are seen as inferior to men. (Bina, 2005: 68)
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feminist movement and the environmental movement both stand for
egalitarian, non-hierarchical systems. They thus have a good deal in
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Forests have always been central to Indian civilization; they have been
worshipped as Aranyani, the goddess of the forest, the primary source of life
and fertility, The diversity, harmony and slef-sustaining nature of the forest
formed the organizational principles guiding Indian civilization; the aranya
samskriti (roughly translatable as ‘the culture of the forest’ or ‘forest culture’)
was not a condition of primitiveness, but one of conscious choice (Vandana,
1988: 53)
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The current system of global inequity, interpersonal and interational violence,
and international violence and environmental degradation may seem beyond
the scope of feminist analysis at first glance... Certainly toxic waste, air
pollution, contaminated groundwater, increased militarization, and the like are
not exclusively women'’s issues;... But ecofeminists claim that environmental
issues are feminist issues because it is women and children who are the first to
suffer the consequences of injustice and environmental destruction.
(Greta/Lori, 1993: 1-35)
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