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“When there appeared a poet in a family of Arabs, the
other tribes round about would gather together to that
family and wish them joy of their good luck. Feasts would
be got ready, the women of the tribe would join together
in bands, playing upon lutes, as they were won't to do at
bridals, and the men and boys would congratulate one
another; for a poet was a defence to the honour of them
all. A weapon to ward off insult from their good name,
and a means of perpetuating their glorious deeds and of
establishing their fame forever.”** IRWA F>1F TSI IR
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