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Another writer in advanced years, and a most remarkable
figure in our literature, is Rajsekhar Bose, whose work,
first appearing under the pseudonym of ‘Parasuram’, is the
nearest approximation in our language to comic writing as
understood in England. ...this comic sketches are solidly
built on satire, but the satire is gentle, without bitterness,
indignation or utopian fury, so that his humour is never
wanting in that more human quality of good humour, and
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those whom he laughs at readily laughs with him....this
style is superbly plain, with just a hint of the mock-heroic,
just the shadow of an occasional wink; and knowing that
dramatic exaggeration is inescapable in satire, he takes
good care to avoid the excesses of enthusiasm, maintaining
in his manner a business-like reserve, thus guarding
himself against the usual vulgarities of the professional
humorist.*
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The author’s characters are, each one of them veritable
masterpieces. They live before our very eyes ....Stories like
these are seldom to be found. They do honour not only to
their gifted writer but also to the language in which they
are written. If anything has appealed to us particularly, it
is, the author’s vigorous originality of conception and
mastery over the style he wields.*®
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