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feriT®"—"56. Maithili has been more fortunate. For a long time
after the conquest of Magadha and Bengal, Mithila retained her
independence, at least internally, and the first flood of Turki
invasion did not pass over her, wrecking the ancient intellectual
life. Even after the conquest by the Moslems and virtual
suppression of the native kings (c. 1500,cf.R.D. Banerji,
‘Bangalar Itihas,' I[, p. 205), there was nothing like the sweeping
destruction of temples and the slaughter of scholars which
accompanied the Turki conquest in the 12th and 13th centuries.
The Maithili Brahmans were renowned for their Sanskrit
learning, and right down to the 16th century Mithila used to be
the resort of students from Bengal and other parts of Eastern
India (R.D. Banerji, op, cit., pp. 130 ff.). The Brahmans of
Mithila did not despise their mother-tongue, and we have an
unbroken hterary record in M aithili from the beginning o f the
14th century, probably even earlier, down to the present day.

The earliest Maithili work which we have is the "Vama-
ratnakara' of Jyotirisvara Thakura. who wrote it during the Ist
quarter of the 14th century. This work is a sort of lexicon of
Maithili and Sanskrit words in the frame-work of several
descriptions (e.g., the description of a king's court enumerating
all the functionaries and offcials who would be found there). It is
preserved in a unique MS. dating from the beginning ot the 16th
century, now in the library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.---

Vidyapati Thakura (end of l4th—beginuing of 15th
century) is the greatest writer of Maithili. Vidyapati’s songs on
the love of Radha and Krisna (edited by Nagendra Nath Gupta.
VSPd., San 1316) are among the fairest flowers in Indian lyric
poetry. These exerted a tremendous influence on the Vaisnava
lyric of Bengal. They spread into Bengal, and were admired and
imitated by Bengali poets from the 16th century downwards, and
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the attempts o f the people o f Bengal to preserve the M aithiil
Language. without studying it properly. led to the development of
a curious poetic jargon, a mixed Maithili and Bengali with a few
Western Hindi forms, which was widely use in Bengal in
composing poems on Radha and Krisna. This mixed dialect came
to be called ‘F&f& — Braja-buli or specch of Braja, from the fact
that the poems composed in 1t described Krishna's early life and
his love with Radha which had for its scene the Vraja district,
round about Brindavana near Mathura. This Braja-buli is of
course entirely different from the Western Hindi dialect, called
‘Braj-bhakha, which is current round about Mathura.---The
literature in this artificial Braja-buli dialectis one of the most
beautiful expressions of the poetic spirit of the Bengali people,
deservedly popular poets like Govinda-dasa and Jnana-dasa,
among a host of others only less famous, having composed
exquisite lyrics in it Braja-buli as a poetic dialect is occasionally
taken up by the present-day Bangali poets as well, and even
Rabindra-nath Tagore has emulated the poetic predecessors in his
own language by writing a whole series of poems, the ‘Bhanu-
sinha Thakurer Padavali’, in Braja-buli. Braja-buli poetry is a
standing example of the extent to which an entirely artificial
dialect can be utilised by a whole people for poetic exercise; and
its p osition in Bengal can be compared with that o f S auraseni
Apabhransa and Avahattha outside the Midland in the late MIA
and early NIA periods.

In addition to poerhs in his own vernacular Maithili,
Vidyapati has left compositions in a Western Apabhransa speech,
a dialect archaic in spirit for his age, which he calls ‘Avahattha.’
---There are some short poems, and two long works, the "Kirtti-
lata ' and the "Kirtti-pataka,' connected with the achievements of
Kirtti-sinha. one of his royal patrons at the beginning of the 15th
century.

The oldest specimens of Maithili. as in the "Varna-
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ratnakara' and the poems of Vidyapati. present a language which
is extremely archaic and simple when compared with the Maithili
of the present day. especially noticeable is the simplicity of the
verb-system, with its freedom from the ramifications of
pronominal infixes and affixes. This is a suffcient indication of
the fact that the elaborate conjugational devices of Maithili (and
Magahi) are late: since, some traces of these would have been
found in these remains if they were in common use in the 11th
century. Could these pronominal modifications of the verb have
begun in Magadha, with a fresh, peaceful influx of Kol people
from the South, manifesting themselves first in the Magahi
speech and in Maithili as spoken to the south of the Ganges,
namely. in the Chika-chiki dialect, and then spread into Maithili
as spoken to the north of the Ganges?”
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writer, has discovered a Bayaz of Mulla Taqyya, a courtier
of Akbar and Jahangir, and copied in 1023 by Mulla Abul
Hasan of Darbhanga, and in it we find references to 'Raja
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oppressing the Muslims, and instigating Sheo Singh, the
‘rebellious son of Deva Singh, the Raja of Tirhut, to commit
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Tirhut, was restored to power on condition of allegiance and
loyalty.”
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