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My book is poetry, and if it is not poetry, then it will be.

-- Henrik Ibsen.
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| thank you for the toast, but must disclaim the honor of
having consciously worked for the women’s rights
movement. ... True enough, it is desirable to solve the
woman problem, along with all the others; but that has
not been the whole purpose. My task has been the
description of humanity.®
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Ibsen’s Nora is not just a woman arguing for female
liberation; she is much more. She embodies the comedy
as well as the tragedy of modern life.”
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Her home —out there

On liberty’s sea

Where the poet sets sail
Where his thoughts roam free.

Henrik Ibsen
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A woman cannot be herself in contemporary society, it

is an exclusively male society with laws drafted by

men, and with counsel and judges who judge feminine
conduct from the male point of view.>
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Is there anyone in this assembly who dares to claim that
our women are inferior to us in culture, intelligence,
Knowledge or artistic talent? I don’t think many men
would dare to suggest that. >
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She has committed a crime, and she is proud of it;
because she did it for love for her husband and to save
his life. But the husband, with his conventional view of
honor, stands on the side of the law and looks at the
affair with male eyes.”
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A breaker of the law? Perhaps —

Yet something shines above all laws,

Even as the crown of mist

Above the mountain-top.

Henrik Ibsen
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The man, spreading and growing with the world’s great
growth, comes home, and settles into the tiny talk and
fret, or the alluring animal comfort of the place, with a
distinct sense of coming down. It is pleasant. it is
gratifying to every sense, it is kept warm and soft and
pretty to suit the needs of the feebler and smaller
creature who is forced to stay in it.””
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