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ARSI AR F=F I=7 AR, marriage TR :
a form of relationship between a woman and a man
which 1s historically conditioned, sanctioned and
regulated by society. It establishes their rights and
obligations to each other and to their children. The
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nature of marital relationships to a great extent
determines the growth of the population and the
physical and spiritual condition of new generation.
Marriage regulates and realizes natural need of people
to continue their family, which is transformed by social
conditions and culture. ... As a social relationship,
marriage is primarily of a moral nature, since the man
and woman enter into it as individuals. Among the
moral values that are especially important for the
stability of a marriage and individual sexual love,
conjugal and parental duties, and mutual respect and
aid.*
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Among the lowest savages, as well as the most civilized
races of men, we find the family consisting of parents
and children, and the father as its protector.’
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the institution of marriage ... has developed out of a
primeval habit. While variations in the details could be
found in different human cultures, the fundamental
marriage bond was unchanging’
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Marriage exists only when the economic and the sexual
are united into one relationship, and this combination
only occurs in marriage. Marriage, thus defined, is
found in every known human society.®
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In the Jewish tradition marriage is looked upon as a
divine covenant. ... Roman Catholic teaching stressed
the sacred character of marriage. ... Most Protestant
denominations regard marriage as a sacramental rite or
as having a “sacramental character.”... The (Islamic)
wedding ceremony, performed before a mullah or
priest, required two witnesses. ... Buddhist clergy
usually are present at marriage ceremonies, exhorting
the couple to lead examplary lives, to follow the
teachings of the Buddha, and to set a proper example to
any children born of the marriage. ... (Hindu) marriage
1s mandated as a religious duty and is not a matter of
choice.”
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the family structure was inherently exploitive, with
capitalists treating their wives and children as property
and bequeathing their accumulated assets to their
children. Children should be raised by the state,
marriage and inheritance should be eliminated, and
noncommittal sex should be the only from of
relationship.*
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If a married couple cannot agree, they can obtain a
divorce without having to pretend to disgrace
themselves as in Protestant England. ... the Soviet does
not tolerate illicit relations. If a man lives with a woman
as husband and wife he must marry her, even he has to
divorce another wife to do it. The woman has the right
to the status of a wife, and must claim it.”
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