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Opera was born in Italy. Its way was prepared by musical discussions
among a small group of nobles, poets and composed who began to meet
regularly in Florence around 1575. This group was known as the Camereta
(Italian for fellowship or society) and included the composer Vincenzo

Galilei, father of the astronomer Galileo.®
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Singers were grouped at the sides of the stage, while dancers mimed the
action — each character being represented by the singer and dancer.”
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v. The Basic voice ranges (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) are divided more finely in
opera. some of the voice categories of opera are as follows : a. Coloratura
soprano — (Very high range; can executive rapid scales and trills), b. Lyric
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soprano — (Rather light voice; sings roles calling for grace and charm), c.
Dramatic Soprano — (Full, powerful voice; is capable of passionate intensity),
d. lyric tenor — (Relatively light, bright voice), e. Dramatic tenor — (Powerful
voice; is capable of heroic expression), f. Basso buffo — (Takes comic roles;
can sing very rapidly, g. Basso profundo — (Very low range, powerful voice;
takes roles calling for great dignity. Roger Kamien, Music an Appreciation,
McGraw-Hill, International edition 1992, P. 147
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‘Open air opera has been popular in our country for a long time. This treatise is
not meant for detail study. Some expertise inclined to go beyond the Vedic age
to seek the roots of this kind of open air opera. Joy (Geet) Gobinda of Joydev
of the 12" century is identified as the origin in written form of the songs of
open-air Opera. Momotazuddin Ahmed, ‘Practice of Jatra: the crisis and
Development. Jatra our Heritage, Bangladesh shilpokala academy, Dhaka 2000,
P.78
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