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... pragmatic principles of language usage can be shown systematically to
'read in' to utterances more than they conventionally or literally mean. Such
regularly superimposed implications can then become quite hard to
disentangle from sentence or literal meaning; in order to prise them apart,
the theorist has to construct or observe contexts in which the usual
pragmatic implications do not hold (Levinson, 1983 : 37).
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No poet, no artist of any art, has his complete meaning alone. His
significance, his appreciation is the appreciation of his relation to the dead
poets and artists. You cannot value him alone; you must set him, for
contrast and comparision, among the dead. I mean this as a principle of
aesthetic, not merely historical criticism (Eliot, 1996 : 810).
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