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5. 'The modem nostalgic feels that an irreparable break has taken place between the
past and the present, in society and in man’s soul. The dubious material gains of
progress have been made at the price of stupendous spiritual loss. The nostalgic
modemn sensibility, looking back on the past. is like Othello viewing Desdimona
strangled on the bed. He has thrown away all that is precious and valuable in his life
in his pursuit of a self-condemned aim. ... The murdered past is reborn as vision
more precious than anything the present has to offer.’ Stephen Spender. “*Hatred and
Nostalgia in Death’s Dream Kingdom in the Modem”, 1965. The Struggle of the
Modem. Methuen & co Ltd. || New Fetter lane. London.
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