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Man is no longer to be the measure of all things, the center of the
universe. He has been measured and found to be an undistinguished
bit of matter different in no essential way from bacteria, stones, and
trees. His goals and purposes; his egocentric notions of past,
present, and future; his faith in his power to predict and through
prediction, to control his destiny — all these are called into
question. considered irrelevant, or deemed trivial. [Bertens, 1995 :
24-25]
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5. It is necessary to overthrow the myth : The birth of the reader must be at the
cost of the death of the Author; [Barthes, 1977 : 148]

R. We no longer have recourse to the grand narratives — we can resort neither to
the dialectic of Spirit nor even to the emancipation of humanity as a validation
for postmodern scientific discourse. But as we have just seen, the little narrative
[petit recir] remains the quintessential form of imaginative invention, most
particularly in science. [Lyotard, 1984: 60]

O, [Ishall represent it in the following way, it being understood, of course, that the

specialization of the pattern is here only a metaphor :

1. Signifier | 2. Signifed
Language 3. Sign I1 SIGNIFIED
MYTH I SIGNIFIER
111 SIGN

[Barthe, 1991: 113]
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