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The point is this : the encounter with history and its specific determination
is made by the artist himself. The social history of art sets out to discover
the general nature of the structures that he encounters willy-nilly; but it
also wants to locate the specific conditions of one such meeting. How, in a
particular case, a content of experience becomes a form, an event becomes
an image, boredom becomes its representation, despair becomes spleen :
these are the problems. And they lead us back to the idea that art is
sometimes historically effective. The making of a work of art is one
historical process among other acts, events, and structures — it is a series of
actions in but also on history. It may become intelligible only within the
context of given and imposed structures of meaning; but in its turn it can
alter and at times disrupt these structures. A work of art may have ideology
(in other words, those ideas, images, and values which are generally
accepted, dominant) as its material, but it works that material; it gives it a
new form and at certain moments that new form is in itself a subversion of
ideology. (Clark, 1982 : 13)°
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