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Council of Post-graduate Teaching in Arts and Science
Ashutosh Building

Calcutta

3 July 1941

Dear Dr. Shahidullah.

Thanks very much for your letter of yesterday enclosing the bill
form. This I sign and send back with the present letter. [ shall be
much obliged if you can kindly expedite the preparation and
despatch of this small cheque and if that for my travelling (by doing
a little taqaza at the office!).
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I feel very depressed to read about Dacca in the papers. The trouble
started it appears from the day | left — if it had begun a day or two
earlier it would have been exceedingly difficult for me to over-ride
the anxiety and fear of my people and come to Dacca. [ only hope
and pray that the present desprerate situation be eased soon, and
common sense and sense of civic responsibility as well as
elementary ideas of humanity will come into play once again and lift
up our country from the stage of savagery into which it has
descended.

Overleaf [ am giving you some names and [ think it will be worth

while writing to them for papers.

1. Prof. L. V. Ramswami Ayyar M. A., B. T. Maharaja’s College,
Ernakulam, Cochin State, Malabar, South India.
(The above gentleman can be written to for fall information
about Dravidian and the restoration [...] also nos. 2 and 10.

2. Prof. Narasinghayya M. A., Ph.D. (London), University of
Mysore.

3. The Head of the Department of Phonetics, Mysore University.

4. Dr. Baburam Saksena, M. A., Ph.D. Department of Skt. and
Hindi, Allahabad University.

5. Prof. Kshetra Chandra Chattopadhyya, M. A., Department of
Skt., Allahabad University.

6. Dr. Siddheswar Varma, M. A.. D. Litt. (London) Prof. of Skt.
Prince of Wales College, Jammu, Kashmir.

7. Dr. Suryakanta M. A. Ph. D. (London) Prof. of Skt. Govt.
Oriental College, Lahore.

8. Dr. S. M. Katre, M. A. Ph.D. (London) Prof. of Indo-European
Linguistics, Deccan College, Poona.

9. Dr. I. J. S. Taraporewala, M. A. Ph.D. (War z Bang) Principal,
Deccan College, Poona.

10. Dr. C. Sankaran, Prof. of Dravidian Studies, Deccan College,
Poona.

I'l. Dr. Maniklal Patel. M. A., Ph.D. Bharatiya Vidyapith, Andheri,
Bombay.
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[ shall try to get ready something for your selection as for Dravidic. |
have not looked into the question in detail — but I agree with
Grierson in looking upon it as a third branch of Aryan or Indo-Aryan
and not as a mere branch of Indo-Aryan, As Turner, Jules Bloch and
Morgenstierne all do. Are you going to write something on Dardic in
your address (or as a separate paper)?

For Dravidian, you will get full references from Ramswami Ayyar,
Narasinghayya and Saksena. I mentioned to you at Dacca the
articales on Dravidian Historical Phonology by K. V. Subbayya in
the Indian Antiquary of 1909.

For the Kol (Munda) branch of Austric, nothing has been done so
far; For Indonesian you can not miss Brandstetter's /niroduction to
Indonesian Linguistics, translated by Blagden and published from the
R A S of Great Britain and Ireland. (You will see the name of the
book in the Journal of the Society in one of its advertisement pages).
For Tibeto-Burman, there is an important work by Wolfenden, also
published by the R A S of Great Britain and Ireland. This is all that
will be useful for your purposes of as certaining the “Ur” forms of
the above speeches.

The Philology of these non-Aryan speech groups is still in infancy. A
good comparative grammar of the Dravidian speeches on uptodate
lines is a desideratum still. As [ am not any way a special student of
these, | am not competent to give you more helpful indications. If it
had not been for this cursed war, it would have been easier to get
more information from scholars in France and Germany, not to speak
of England.

Trusting this will find you in good health and hoping to meet you
again for the M. A. examination.
[ remain,
Yours very sincerely

Sunitikumar Chatterjee
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