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The Word subaltern in the title stands for the meaning as given in the
Concise Oxford Dictionarfy, that 1s, of inferior rank. It will be used in
these pages as a name for the general attribute of subordination in
southasian society whether this is expressed in terms of class, caste, age,
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The subaltern classes, by definition, are not unified and cannot unite until
they are able to become a “State’’: their history, therefore, is intertwined
with that of civil society, and thereby with the history of States and
groups of States. Hence it is necessary to study: I. the objective formation
of the subaltern social groups, by the developments and transformations
occurring in the sphere of economic production; their quantitative
diffusion and their origins in pre-existing social groups, whose mentality,
ideology and aims they conserve for a time: 2. their active or passive
affiliation to the dominant political formations, their attempts to
influence the programmes of these formations in order to press claims of
their own, and the consequences of these attempts in determining
processes of decomposition, renovation or neo-formation; 3. the birth of
new parties of the dominant groups, intended to conserve the assent of
the subaltern groups and to maintain control over them; 4, the formations
which the subaltern groups. themselves produce, in order to press claims
of a limited and partial character. 5. those new formations which assert
the autonomy of the subaltern groups, but within the old framework; 6.

those formations which assert the integral. autonomy, ...etc. (Antonio,
1971: 202)
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Myself, I am not sure, when I began to interest myself in this problem of
power, of having spoken very clearly about it or used the words needed.
Now I have a much clearer idea of all that. It seems to me that we
mustdistinguish the relationships of power as strategic games between
liberties strategic games that result in the fact that some people try to
determinethe conduct of others and the states of domination, which are
what weordinarily call power. And, between the two, between the games
of powerand the states of domination, you have governmental
technologies-giving this term a very wide meaning for it is also the way
in which you governyour wife, your children as well as the way you
govern an institution. Theanalysis of these techniques is necessary,
because it is often through thiskind of technique that states of domination
are established and maintainthemselves. In my analysis of power, there
are three levels: the strategicrelationships, the techniques of government,
and the levels of domination. (Simon, 1992: 128)
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