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Until the year 1892, when the French scholar Sylvain Levi published
the first chapter of the Buddha-Carita, little more than the name of
Asvaghosa was known in Europe. To-day we know him as one of
the most prominent poets of Sanskrit literature, as the most
important predecessor of Kalidasa, and as the creator of epic,
dramatic and lyrical compositions; but of his life we know little.
(Winternitz, Maurice, 1991 : 256)
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The three works, which are known for certain to be A§vaghosa’s,
are: the Buddha-carita, the Suundarananda and the Sariputra-

prakarana; and his fame as a great Sanskrit poet rests entirely on
these. (Dasgupta, S. N and S. K. De, 1947 : 73)
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Buddhacarita is widely read or sung throughout the five divisions of
India and the countries of Southern Sea. A$vaghosa clothes mani-
fold meanings and ideas in a few words, which rejoice the heart of
the reader, so that he never feels tired of reading the poem. Besides,
it should be counted as meritorious for one to read this book, in as
much as it contains, the noble doctrine, given in a concise form.

Thus Asvaghosa through his Buddhacarita, has made Buddha rank
amongst the incarnations of god like Rama, Krishna, etc. (Khosla,
Sarla, 1986 : 15)
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