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...the disciple [ murid] must of necessity have recourse to
a director [ shatkh, or 1in persian pir] to guide him

_aright. For the way of the faith is obscure, but the devil's
ways are many and patent, and he who has no shaikh to
guide him will be led by the devil into his ways.
Wherefore the disciple must cling to his shaikh as a blind
man on the edge of a river clings to his leader, confiding
himself to him entirely, opposing him in no matter whatsoever,
and binding himself to follow him absolutely. Let him know
that the advantage he gains from the error of his shaikh
if he should err, is greater than the advantage he gains fmm
his own rightness, if he should be right.®?
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