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4, The establishment of this monotheistical tendency recieved a
powerful impetus from the appearance of so uncompromisingly montheig.
tic a religion as Islam. Sankara was born at a time when Muslims were
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beginning their activities in India, and if tradition is correct, when they had
gained a notable success in the extension of their faith by converting the
king of the land. He was born and brought up at a place where many
ships from Arabia and the Persian Gulf touched. If his extreme monoism,
his stripping of.the one of all semblances of duality, his attempt to estab-
lish this monoism of the authority of revealed scriptures, his desire to
Purge the cult of many abuses, had even a faint echo of the new noises
that were abroad it would not be a matter for great surprise or utter
incredulity.........His successors Ramanuja, Visnuswami, Madhava and
Nimbarka and the hymn-makers, in their speculations and religious tone,
show closer parallelism. In the give and take of culture between Mus-
lims and Indians it is difficult to assess accurately the share of the each.....,
But the fact remains that a number of elements were absorbed into
Hinduism through its direct contact with Islam and these elements were
presented to India impressed with the Islamic mould. (PP 111-12)

......... Ramanuja’s prapatti and Gura-Bhakti—It is more likely how-
ever, that they came from Islam. Both were very prominent featuses of
that religion (Islam). The word Islam means surrender and the Mnuslim
is verily a Prapanna......... Historically also there is no insuperable diffi-
culty in supposing that Ramanuja adopted it from Islam. (P 114.) This
sufi conception of deified teacher was incorporated in medieval Hind-
uism.” (P 115)

‘faeritae’atT TIcEs SIAbIw T ¢

sf, It is difficult to resist the inference that lingayatism was a result
of the influence which these Muslims excrted in these parts of India.
No other bypothesis appears sufficient to explain the revolutionary chara-
cter of its doctrines and customs. The abandonment of such a deeprooted
Hindu idea as that of metempsychosis and of such customs as cremation
and purificatory death ceremonial, the abolition of ineqgualities of caste
and sex and the reform of marriage, the conceptions of the community of
brave warriors led by their sanctified preceptor, and of god (allama)
whose very name is probably of Muslim origin, point unmistakably to
the source of inspiration that is Islam. (PP 119-20) <“Influence of Islam
on Indian Culture.”
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