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frrade gasmama wq @3 4l @b o g | 9 &
AR Ay (dra fem 91 (FAANNT BrAG (@A FAANTHT A0
8519 3213 AT Airent 11 9% A31g Seoifig s Sir George

Grierson $tztg Linguistic Servey of India (vol V p. 224) (s
AEA ¢

Among the low class Muhammedans to the east of this district
(Sylhet) the wuse of Devanagari alphabet occurs. It is
extremely common for Muhammadans to sign their npames
in this character and the only explanation they offer for its use
is that itis so much easier to learn than Bengali. Punthis
in Bengali are printed in this character but except for this
purpose and for the writings of signatures by otherwise

illiterate men the script is hardly used, never at least in formal
documents,

4 FYCF TP yNE FAA 5. Frer1g $iz17 Origin and Deve-
lopment of Bengali Language (vol 1 pp. 234235) q =7 ¢

“In Sylhet a kind of modified Devanagari called ‘Silet Nagari’
has a restricted use among the local Mussaimans and this use
of Nagari in distant East Bengal and among Mohamedans too
is explained as being the result of the influence of early colonies
of proselytising Moslems from Upper India who wrote their
Vernaculars (Eastern & Western, Hindi dialects) in Devanagari—
Persianised Hindi (or Urdu) being not yet in the field and taught
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38 Alfze) #Afgz] | 9] Al, dovr

it to the local converts : a tradition in employing this alphabet was
thus established and was continued down to our times. Recently

this alphabct has been used in printing.”

Al e Iy Aeifagl Wzl $rzta Social History of
Kamrupa ( 1933 pp. 139-41 ) .© 3= ¢

Though converted to Muhammadan religion those who resided
in Sylhet & its neighbourhocd and near Bishnupur ( Bankura)
retained to a certain extent the distinctive feature of their
communty. It is rcmarkable that the alphabet which they
adopt while writing their books on subjecis connccted with
the Muhammadan religion is Nagri though the language
used is Bengali. This alphabet is known as Sylhet Nagari and
Mussalmani Nagari. Mussalmani kechchas are printed in Calcutta
from types adopted from the characters of Sylhet Nagari. Fifty
years ago Munshi Abdul Karim, an inhabitant of Sylhet, returning
from Europe, construcied the Nagari types after having reviced
the alphabet on European model by rejecting many of its letters.”

AW AFA WS @FAMEI AN Gl G SR o SRR

4§ oAy Ffaeme A fafE el wifedl @A A3 1 @ fafs
A3cE  Aleamsm  (s13 ( Indian Historical Quarterly Vol. VI

p. 60 ) aaq

There is a Script called Mussalmani Nagri in use amongst the
Musalmans of Sylhet. It is on record that many Brahman families
of Sylhet embraced Islam. It isin contradistinction to Deva
Nagri which Hindus used. It is for the experts to say if the Nagri
and Mussalman Nagri derived form a common Script.”

9 TqUF ARG FWFD 14T WIS bl (b1 wghifd AW
“B7CFT PIANAT F04T GFD7 AT 5T WG | ALTF FAATIA
(FSIN 9% 9T IS 71 9% stm 9fs Azcg MW g9 qim
(92 595 ) |

Sylhet District Gazetteer ( 1905 )« @sigtF 321 23715

‘The Devanagari character is used amongst low caste Muhamadans
especialy in the east of the district. They find it easier to master



faeaba wta @ faf e aeal #Atfa PTG

than Bengali, and Bengali books are printed in this character
for that benefit. (p. 74)”

fAHmG Fis@ a0 oimale S35 A Ram seve At @ ‘Arfser afiee
Aarlw 9efi 2% T | S1E1a A

“ditz Ti@htag aeF ov0 A AT ABE | Zottra afywit a3
Afssn erarda WM foeem | 498 @teza oiad) awea fzay s
faf4s z%m BF wiafa 7E 77 1| ©I% € A%Fa YAANT LA
femY whata? ool wfFm raattarsa  @dtdler wfaceT | szt
SgFICt AZCFY AT DAAIMCAT ITQ AT AT G ATT 2T |
sty afw g ApTioraz gaasta Aucg fzwt wiaay aw fafys o%m
G717 A9 o2743F 33T BRI Afids 289 913 (7% By AN TAA-
nTtfars stasd gafis zvm Azcde ¢fifem, e @B wwtas
TTAYleaR wiarwr 4FAe Afzenst sfaam ) sre @2 ansiarwan
gtd araFh 4@ 229 | FfacE AT pAsiN gyfkes yraviaewd
AT qH337, 43T 3 BY Sivl— 9% BT ARCH Afm atdfstwa Dass
a3 Af g fags z3rs Aulim | Gafaed stzala agrsiesd Bota 93w
@2 7iv12al{eT oo, faspseas graatacsa 1oy atgt| e *wsa gifasm
sigtn Az7ray a4y 565 ohea 1@ @ 99037 35’219 sfas

._1.

Q@ AR ©$1 wgalg (e e ( History of Bengali Literature
p. 118)

“The Muslim Settlement of Sylhet remained in more or less
cultural jsolation. They had never lost contact with their west
country co-religionist. = They cultivated Hindi Poetry and
had kept up the use of Kayathi script amongst themselves. In
the last quarter of nineteenth century books were printed in this
script which was known as Sylhet Nagri. The Muslim poets
of Sylhet prefered writing purely romantic narratives as well
as Vaisnava lyrics and mystic songs.”

fieabl Aol dY g gAeld Wiz goEA RN zAw 2 At
B fAias wiApal #faangd | o3 “gRANA WEm @R
fAa6  «wfirE 377 AIfee) @5IRA (AANE AN WHA L5HAA TA
FY Faaie” oIzl g Bfed ANG AfEal [ 23 |
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a3 fafta q3za @me: Biess JAaamwa S MG |
fogal @ faifsia sicw G wifafos fama a1 Bieets comia At
93, IRy @ ARG AT 93 FARE IR @A
{1 | {57 FIgIT (@AY @ NANAlICze fAxirasly AAfsfene aFANE
fFadt A sffaa esta fort | ofpavr gaam a1dal @3 @™ @R
A7 FfAre | | & fws gRAnta—aizial At onFa fafics  #fifaea
—y qAA fAfose ofziwa AWy sfare Atfis ) (@9 (3
e wfae A fAfore am weee @ fPEng | eInds wE
ag A apmaz (3 ngw fomail aed s@en sesalE @i,
(1Y, 7%, SR biFAcA, SAANT Sfeni fREaw | FIAYE wfwle
fags 1 see® sffirs Mg e wibfaanss D AR =g @3
AFA A ANEFS (AFF ¢MCF A A e fanrw wrag g |
Ataiat 7ffe @7 Faa Aen Ffanl ARINwE A wral =Xy ARy |
feTe RNWHT AW A AN gave 43 @frs HAs Aifrens
wIEgd @ f[FW A g1 I sifadia e W AW A T
Ay AN ANAe 35d @A @514 5F | AT @3 BH @
AR B re? fgad fadl o aed faft zge af e WA
& f5a o (AT YT 1 @ F1Acd Buah apd @k wfe wores
Y |

fab ateRis W@ ooh af @i 1w G, 4, e, 3, %, 7,
5,95 9% T 9,9, ends vh ada A w3 and) ]
A S | &I Af B, §, ©, b, v 6 o—FEA (UF AT F2)
28aMg | WEH af—wy, W, A, 4 3, @ v -Prad Aedw e
Grierson @g Linguistic Survey of India ( Vol V part Il p. 10)
3 IFs F1ZN wweag AF AR AR A5ad gAal #facA @ Ay
AANA T a7 3 @FH s3N wra 280s WAy 1 FAR qa@a
© afa Ay IBN A © aefa e @i 1 9 gea fAEb ated,
WfER ¢ @A FPE gl crenl w1 s e 3
Gw et itz @ afa 991 28a1ts | @bl $51ad w7 93t af—wfA
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fImitaz w3 foas sy fafafs afefe aga @7l T3aie— %, @, 8,
Y, D, 6. B, ¢y T, A, W, Wy, B, 3, 3, 5 | A AA7 39 9156 w12y
TN gei7 @ el I WEA TN wFF AED A
o af A1 1 wiad ente () AT g FFas! qi9die 1 ada
M6 [y fal & @ alzd 721 28q1m | (ACAD A9402 9, 4, @ T T
A T (S ), 4 (28 @ (H) 7 e Bl BT SwiAcl MF
ATe] W IfrAls ! PeaAd ardus (77 33r) [ AfGw z3qis
2313 wwad d WA @g R I ey (N9 F%ia) V317
azd Fal z3s 1 @ It e @-FF A PT AWwA 1 @ wFfaHl g7
FAA T QP17 @ GFAF WHAT NG To{g ANT/A v ¥ FA (7ea
z¥AICy | BUAb A wwEsam Sy @yt Riagnn wifke
&% 28(T [A17 Aferay ol FRaifs | FagAm 21g g Az, 5317
917, @F1F TR A (A AR OIZE FIAE B W, G, © @ A
w%q 63 Brabl A s sleiia sweag ¥ ag |

afis frafs aiedl germa afee Uil @3 flkre &, 7, 8 «3
femd 37 a7 T35t vl T |

SPAT FIF QNA IS i (7 Ay St A sigets
I A FAR 38w wifFang | Sw9iE Atfsel fags  wisisa

gl @Nd sfaed a wmE Ria Ak ey Geas S Al
fareg Atgy w12 |

frad e @9l sitea @9l A facs oftenl aig AE
feas A% Aifyey A (g sle A1 BT Wl Af wiE |
AR FAN AT RMtama Aalz, e qGAT S AW AR
9% @2 A1 A Alg | ;WA IRe @A 2ieed Wl oA Wtz |

MR @ 24T WA _MA WA ZW AT WHA AT LI LR
Ao fefoirs (2N 38 (Tl T AIE

Az ¥zq fAa Mad =aga I Al werna iz
( swve-90 43 ) 38rate 23ce fofaml @it Hrad atad fafns fag
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A alsd &4 e &l wifze 93

* SiNG offY 1270 AN #
£ GEUm qgIm B
. S TH AT GAL B
O Manat &
AIH 21T AFIATT » T RR AT R ATH 2

AR FAIA 9T 5T M

AT FMNT ATH © HIHA P W S
FTEAg ?j??{ =rm FHIET 8

AT GIAT WIATHIAT o W 3T ?’?% 5 STAL
#FAAIA q177 01 vrm? qIT U

Fmg g 1A AGAE, A = w7 B
T4 HIP A] G a?qm &

71 WA AT o It AL WS
mtil wmig a3 mAatara u

[ ien sgfafst ]
2855 @l
VRS qA N
foaeife
AV} <@ A3eatd @M ST @7
eI @ Bl 3T |
AIe SfE MY @A SifFg A
i I Ao |
7l fes amifsal @6 & sime am
gewa feqaM AT T |
AP TP WEl FE VT @ (@fRa g
e A Arz ca afearg |
@93 W% I3 o gfaw fam

feal fag wial Ffaatm
39—
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AT B4R B217 wivll AL FIO I | @B i W BEA
A A%fbe 1 agaA wagA A 3@ wEIRRID feree |
A8 @3 (&7 33 OrAb Ariaie f3g oy a3 givi za ) s
5727 1AW (@ BT e AlNA AT 12 Bl 23w | (Rl
ST Yo W SEAlT (AF SIASAIR (ANAYT ©EIsIIIA (Tl [
(@A (dte AR A2 wiol 2Bl @F (@A A S8 W AR AT AR
@S S Trm ¢ pAAa ©isid Sa1q WfAE zw 1 fammesa gAm
(@ 23rwe fay A4l 93 B ZA 1 AN BWET LFINBTL A
SAatfam c2og AfEAFIA gA wiags sifd Anfda @lfr forem | g
1Aga A, Tl SfaaZwia Wi, WiAGA €qIN 8 (N[BT
AR EAR € AL ATT LI T T |

fFrAB! A1s@ F1 #(15(R) w7ae AFATS | (FY (3T WA A T
HAlols JAAN AR ) gt Ageld BN e @ 236 i
51313 Bias @3 fAfia @omT 38aifem | (RioH St (a e wews
* 3137 @I 7| TFSAG] FrAs FAY faey etomie fetAa 1 @
ANE (AIAG AN, AAFIE, ARG AR, oAtzAenrd Senfu wiwsiiw
AfTatea A ATIRWIEA AT AArenl a1 @GAER W AT
33| Wizfal (HEr5a gofa i A Wiwlg alzdl 3fRA15A | Sigaity, @eivps,
AAGH, ©3F £91w Fl FTT T AN a9 Fio 3w @4ye
FfaCofRaT 5 WiTed YA wiTAG FIAR WS 25A FINT 3 G
@ R @ad s Il zgiea s el ozl FI3N e
kAl faAfis 3% #0391 oEy € qg YIms @ albn A WwasH
fral stztal BrAGH atad fAsia B atae | FIAY A0 FT JAANITAL 79
@A (7 98 A Ageed @ y@iwa e e Wf 5w AR ol
Y B4 ©telzi fACes) FisidY o 351 A0S WY FACE |

w4 fampan fis faw fasta sfem ol win Pl
AR A A 281 acAr Baw 1 @ Baw wifAF @H fami
S A o stwa 2R wEmfem afml fem za Al B
qde N Aifesy ofs @bl R s za Al @8 Afdrere faen
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3% furd &% IRE 43 73 $oia fragas (s ffa Aerafae )
A% TEs “fzmiag san AgRy Puah Asd gfie Safae
HOTTe TGS (bwo Y2 ) fARS GiEA A AT w@3IW |
e Brad afrs @A ava ffd @ 23 WA g wwes
MzSiEEg wApe SN AE @ 4R AwE e | b
AT AN B (@A AP AT FTIE FQBAS AT (W |

Azl 31e1 @ A 2BFAT 97 womel @3 3ulf Alfefo
ofg volvo MY AT ZBTT TP aferersd | Q NIA g 43
P amd@ gfa az) afes fog anfsfassl goemia @7aiq e
sfy #care fagi wata z A e @ fMbire yari z3ake
A sifeal (A fsas ©inl wacsfe 3w w11 Wb 2feqs
YA (AAFTA @] AT TEN e By sz IrEA @iy 3w At
fafeirs @l (@1 AR B a3 |

93 AIA FIAA WANAL AR TW AAE A AR WA (¥ TS
TR e By ©(12 5551 BN (A S Ariae AN AeA AIECOIR
face awa a1 <izia) @lRes op2a arat mf—fasae e d—
AW G | WA TE $3fAm Fenes cfeTz @sid A 99
O e WA F(AANE | ©AehiFma ©(FrF wdd araa) Hpna el
wfefZs 3l 280z | @A Praa 34 S WA AifRejran Ayl
LT AT 4%, TR P W7y 3ga erats L Cafael e
TSI AYSIA JAANAHI rgqca grEe A 334 | BUSS
g 28T wizral faerw e Aifew) #fF 3% waAd 25EF ) (3
AFA e 93 A wR e el @ameR e g A
wifate | INGS Sz A, RSN e FBN FMH e @
qon % B afan ) aw afam wel A8 @ s W, 9, 8,
A, % A58 243 FW5! YT wwA A 7 FA] 234 oizywa Alefe
Atz f3y1 craarae Al 330 AzAea |

FNSB WA 3N BARA HOTNA @A Bi—HeR] WY
XS <13 farg Aead arad @i 2 23ate |
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sy A fAfPre @sifes aral #ifze) AgE sl
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Bty AR oz AW € Oipla e el €1 L5 WA
w1 fefa 3B Amelaia &ty @nw? 2ifea $1F7 AT @ AYW ©F
@NTFT (N 4217 FfEW @ AN FINSHI S AT | iz -
g75i9 & QT T FfArered | SR @Y AIGAT, A% FTA TS
il ez fifA 1 zEgEd A Ao ATA wAfEE o7 |
$3ire Bered 2991 @ Taas izt (1) @3 IN Wiw | T A7
o by B 4B | TxRE AN —TIIT (@R (@ FER
‘gitRg Ay —32ite BANIFT TCAT S9F IS 2RAE 1 AT
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() 32T S Vo8 U @ FEANGY ALFAR I AN G-
Az Fa | ©Fd el qad Fare ol wied), wian e 8y o
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ST CEINSCTE <SRl o Be o B (E IS IR CE REI RO R
ST 3G 371 | OizE gARS (9 ATA oA @ w18
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T% 28 | TN ANEd wEd e fefi dlo 3T Wfaate AEA
Ffagield fytem | wesia et ffaal wifaal fefa fRarz aza 1 fofa
fre @3 AR AT 3le oEde WA sl HEg 0 fag3rE
fofd faaby atma i@ NiFi=a HHee FLaa | g4 #LZT (@I
vd, INEEed @ fiws AFwT @3 foraa | Sl Agas e
@ferais AsEy 3fwed | ©i31ag GRY IR BAWMIAG  AHIA
wife zar®A | s5%v P4 AW ANAT ewle TR wiElY
fafes omrea wqy ‘gegAa INEW Ay asfae e ANms
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B AZACR | AT TP GVAT ATgA qAa | ol G
xe|Aa fasrata’ aNfas fGrad | 33 wiMg ‘sreatss’ Sai, ‘saga
@S e ‘gists A’ w8 Fifasfe AF | qizre arwl ARA §uHE
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Tr37 ey FAfF Ana
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77 aifst sa:fF 2%, o1 I 77 Wy
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99T BITleT oA ©rIn wied %2y fifarets
lieiccECIIE E RO CIER S C R GI
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7 39 fea 31T g1

a3 fRalg T %G Bag AR (@i B3I (ym)
gfem %Aty i gaz & B
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@%@ faq ofrem o7 cetata atths oifad hEm 77
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. g 3T T (W17 o 2R3 Bodmw
gfI(e 7ea 17 (I G M 229 AT

gfenl =3gmag fim aitchy sifed =atwy atatead ¢1F faa

@R ST 3 (AR WA FAER WA W@ Fw FWA FHILH
YA | RO oA NI AT SAHI AF 7 - FoFA feeq
frat 2f7 @121 ®f® 3w Fiol A% 3fAT |
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ARTHA @ NG AT JAGR AERA (A @ @z Ffeqifean |
Bl IVW SHA (A Sferml wenry «iegd weiw Wfdw zA 1 AR

AT *zad  fAg63s] N ziGm @A AR sREfREE |
Al 21T ©i%1d 39 Wl | ©IF17 9] wig 319 If<reig |

M1ERIR FNe 37 yrawia contren femal 1 fefa fZag rasm
Toq AU (AFT ACT YB(OA @ Ty HEANIT (AT ©IENF
AT 7 ©f e Ff4T | GFb! @6fHe 9 O3 QG |

F97 215 fAe fefy

SitS ATigra IR IS,

“egI AFT Siota dterr I |
T BN =0 Ffacaa slola=rsgE

MR FeIR I foraq | fofq (@ #%a N @ Aifasiq 241
e G QB war @A @pifie ) fefq Jgman warae
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Si9 AN T2 ARFS’ | AT AFew @2 A wrelgre M7 faray 3w |
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218 (fere |

rizary dAfeaty wify atfas oh2at wier

sz zifyal sifas wiem s33 Fha |
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IR SR ERNAT
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