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frrade gasmama wq @3 4l @b o g | 9 &
AR Ay (dra fem 91 (FAANNT BrAG (@A FAANTHT A0
8519 3213 AT Airent 11 9% A31g Seoifig s Sir George

Grierson $tztg Linguistic Servey of India (vol V p. 224) (s
AEA ¢

Among the low class Muhammedans to the east of this district
(Sylhet) the wuse of Devanagari alphabet occurs. It is
extremely common for Muhammadans to sign their npames
in this character and the only explanation they offer for its use
is that itis so much easier to learn than Bengali. Punthis
in Bengali are printed in this character but except for this
purpose and for the writings of signatures by otherwise

illiterate men the script is hardly used, never at least in formal
documents,

4 FYCF TP yNE FAA 5. Frer1g $iz17 Origin and Deve-
lopment of Bengali Language (vol 1 pp. 234235) q =7 ¢

“In Sylhet a kind of modified Devanagari called ‘Silet Nagari’
has a restricted use among the local Mussaimans and this use
of Nagari in distant East Bengal and among Mohamedans too
is explained as being the result of the influence of early colonies
of proselytising Moslems from Upper India who wrote their
Vernaculars (Eastern & Western, Hindi dialects) in Devanagari—
Persianised Hindi (or Urdu) being not yet in the field and taught
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8 Afze) #ifqa] | 2§] 124, Souv

it to the local converts : a tradition in employing this alphabet was
thus established and was continued down to our times. Recently

this alphabct has been used in printing.”

asim A 1y @wfRel Azida $rzra Social History of
Kamrupa ( 1933 pp. 139-41 ) 3= ¢

Though converted to Muhammadan religion those who resided
in Sylhet & its neighbourhocd and near Bishnupur ( Bankura)
retained to a certain extent the distinctive feature of their
communty. It is remarkable that the alphabet which they
adopt while writing their books on subjecis connected with
the Muhammadan religion is Nagri though the language
used is Bengali. This alphabet is known as Sylhet Nagari and
Mussalmani Nagari. Mussalmani kechchas are printed in Calcutta
from types adopted from the characters of Sylhet Nagari. Fifty
years ago Munshi Abdu} Karim, an inhabitant of Sylhet, returning
from Europe, constructed the Nagari types after having revised
the alphabet on European model by rejecting many of its letters,”

AW I WS WFAHA ANy FiAwAI RBCF AR g SRR

¥§ oAy Ffaee A e el wifen @a a3 1 @ fFfs
AeE (adesiwsm  (st@ ( Indian Historical Quarterly Vol. VI

p. 60 ) ar&Es g

There is a Script called Mussalmani Nagri in use amongst the
Musalmans of Sylhet. It is on record that many Brahman families
of Sylhet embraced Islam. It isin contradistinction to Deva
Nagri which Hindus used. It is for the experts to say if the Nagri
and Mussalman Nagri derived forma common Script.”

@ AT "EeGa BT 4T WGy bael (BWA wafA A7 2
82089 FTATIAHT 04T QT4 AT @5 wieg | T AT
FSIT 4% 9wd IS 1 9¥ oM 9fs Azcg AW w3 3g
HELE R

Sylhet District Gazetteer ( 1905 )« @555 3= YIS 3

‘The Devanagari character is used amongst low caste Muhamadans
especialy in the east of the district. They find it easier to master
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than Bengali, and Bengali books are printed in this character
for that benefit. (p. 74)”

/

G S5 A90s e S31d @A seve awt & Aifrer sifdse
Afapts ey 23T (AT | SiEiq A

“dt T@itag e o0 a4 FITfHm IBETT | Foitra wfvwict $a
dfssn erarda wfgaf foeam | 498 @tezy A TwE fzo) e
faf4s z%m 87 SiAfa 7E 77 18| ©If ¢ A% YAANT LA
femY wiata® o1 wfam raamarst @drdler wfaceT | iz
YFFICY AIFT AT OAAINCAT LT AT T LT 2T |
Az afd 3 Aerterar gaanta ey T wiaay gwer fafys o%m
G717 o7y Az73d 22T BF e Afids 7% @13 (% By vt gA=-
nafars stasnd Lalfis z3m Azge ¢ofifem, <difd 3 wwtas
TAAYCTA TiarFa 4wy Afaertst sfaam ) e @ Atsfarwan
gitd grash 4@ 22A | @FfacE AT sASN gyfes yraviaed
GIZAIST 9337, 139 ¢ BY oivl— % Ton Awch Afgm attatwr faes
93 A ¢ figs 23rs aifm ) Bafasd dsieala agretest Bota 93w
&% Wis1Zal(ga o, fargeas qudRtanga 1ody et 2 "T’*‘W gifaem
Aainay aray 515 ol @ 9% 9%033 33%1q sfas |

d
el

¥t ?

-

Q AFF ©F1 ggaig wwaws  ( History of Bengali Literature
p. 118)

“The Muslim Settlement of Sylhet remained in more or less
cultural jsolation. They had never lost contact with their west
country  co-religionist.  They cultivated Hindi Poetry and
had kept up the use of Kayathi script amongst themselves. In
the last quarter of nineteenth century books were printed in this
script which was known as Sylhet Nagri. The Muslim poets
of Sylhet prefered writing purely romantic narratives as well
as Vaisnava lyrics and mystic songs.”

EcHEREEE Q’-"IST;{ wiow g 34l R zaw @ aney
Bty fABifas wapal afaangsd 1 o “‘gAAN =% FAATA4
fass  whirm ye HTFE@I 2I5IAA CAANE AT AW A5HAAL A
FY Faale” oIzl g Bfed ANG a8l = 23 |
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a3 fafty a3zia @qme: Biewss JHaRmEwa WS ANAG |
fegal w3 fafoi sew ise wifafes s it 1 Biets caala Afiwta
I, ANy @ WAQAGR WO 93 @l e @R
AsleTS | 57 Fipio (@AY @ TaAlRET Rriasly AAfeferEe GeANE
el am@ offis b fom ) sFama gAaE a1fdal @3 fa® @@
AT Ffare | | wf«fws grAnia—aizial aiEl opFa fafirs  «ifasal
—g QA Afose oiziga AW wwes sfare dtfes ) @ (3
e vl aad fAfore A weee @l fPang | 2eInds W
o2 A @parar (3 AYE fREAl L A gwer Fvew ww,
A1), 7%, ZAAD GiAcAA, SASCN 8ferin f3AaE | FEAYE wifwls
faggs | Foeef ffars Aq e wilfagces oRA AlRs wg 1 @3
AgA s wHES (AR (N0 gy Al e R = ey |
AtqT 72 o Frad AeA Ffanl ARIANwE A wral =Fy 2T |
wfeTs RNwR7 AW A AN gave 43 s [As Aifrers
waEgd @ [EW #@s 1 I Sl @ I AW Y T
AW AAnFg ANAe 3313 @A @51 571 AT €A% B (A
A [ ate® g fagl wmy Gead faf mge e oA
@ 07 S (AT IF | 93 {0 BraAn s M wfe Fares e
7 |

fFab sl g ooh af ey 1 wmH T, 4, e 3, ¥, 9,
5,85, %% %9, %, en a8 (v ada ArF 7 A A
AT g | gAR A ~B, 5, ©, b, 76 G—FHAH (AF @Azq I
ZZANT | WS A=y, 9, A, 4 7, &, v -OraAn 6w fAew
Grierson «3 Linguistic Survey of India ( Vol V part II p, 10)
3 IYs FZN wweaw A% HrAz ALD W99 gl sfa @l Ay
AANAT @7 I @F 13N wpa z8cs wifFang | Hieab aeda
© Afa Ay FBN fafA© afa agai wies 1 @ s faEb A,
W@ ¢ @RS Fifg agal rent @ 1 frabl ae@a ad wE
G fic o) 2ifal 9219 23010y | @ab! S AT @T b IF—®f
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fawattag w3 foms Al MafERs afefs a6a 33 73ae—%, @, 8,
Y D, 6 B, oy T, A, A, W, Wy B, 3, 3 5 | OTAG AT 3 G150 w2
TN Geir o g3l T W@ TN wgFE HEb areldis
o af A8 1 iz ente () AT wgEAe Had qi9dce 1 Adq
M6 [y fal & @ alzd 721 28q00m | (AD A2 9, ¥, @ T T
A T (S ), 4 (e @ (H) 7 v Gl D iRl Mw
Ave| W FAs ! Ah aAEns (77 33tn) [ AfGe z3qie |
2313 wwad g WA @ fRzmer sfm ey (N9 F219) 7 317
azd F3 zT3s 1 @ FlA e 8-FA WD PT WA @ wFfadl q7
FAA T G317 @ G FIAF WHAT NG To{g INTA v M WA (wed
z2A0E | Al A @A wiS sy fFagEn aifzo
&% 23(T Q17 Afera otz Raifs | Fagwm 21g fFg =g, 5317
917, @F1F T Al (AT AZ | OIFIA FIAA % A, B, © @ A
Fa 133 Bieal a1 de sielq sErad 5 ag |

ifas firal aedl geiwa s <A @8 fMfie 7 v, @ 93
ferh g7 37 T35 vl Ty |

qYIAF AN @R FE0S biF @ e @@ Ff siwets
IR AN A 28w wifAang | wWivE Alfse fags  wiEisal

gl @A sfaed a wmE Ria Ak e Head A fafia
far<g Agy w12 |

frad aedce @l sitea @9l A A oftenl alg A
fas A Aifyey A g sle A1 TSR @l Aff wiE
A FAN A(FST [A¥famd Mz, e YA A ATAAT WA
9% 93 APA YR Wiz | WA Fwe GIYW] 2ired @l AR whE |

Zied @ A WA "R A ZW gio ARA QA QIR LA
A fAfirs (i 78 (@l 27 /13 |

Az g7 Al Nad waga faw Safe W fics
( sove-q0 1) 3Bratel 330w fofaal =il Bradr atadl ffs fag
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AT AT B 5T M
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AT FFAR] B217 wivil A PR FCAA 1 @B wiol A CSAAI R
W At Y%fos | IgEtA wREA AW 3z wEiRRIR e |
A8 3 (&7 33(@ (A ArRie 35 5y a3 g za 1 s
5727 AW (@ BT @ AlQ AT I8 BiUfl 23T | (wefReieR
SIS SY A SAEAlR (A SIRTA (@I SEISIA (@i ke
(@R Atz A A3 Bio ETS 1 @3 (@ AT 38 A WA A Y
@Ne S5 Trm ¢ pAmAE oisrd 3517 WfAr oW farmmes wAm
(@7 33rwe fay A4l A8 B ZA 1 AR SBET LTI WY
SAAR celtrr ReIfEAIR YA wiaga sifd AafEs @frm forea | g1
1Aga A, Tl SfaaZwia Wi, WiAGA € IR € (N(HIWq
AIFA EAR € AL ATT LI T T |

FrAs! a1s@ 1 «Aisd) w6 AfABS 1 (FY (3T WA AT Oiras
HA1® JAANIAEE ) qist A Argeid BN FS @AW 288 wima
wiars Buend @3 Wi gomq 23alfem | (lod seiaqia (g @ wews
* 31377 @A ©I7s| IFSAG] FrAs [FAry faey et faraa &
ANH (A AN, AAFIE, ARG AR, oAtzAend enfe wiwsiw
AfTaTRa A AUTIRBIE FEA'CS AArenl A1 @GIATR w7 AT
331 WizTAl Farsa gola w7 sy @zel FfR05A | ©igsity, Gsioy,
AR, ©a@ LW Fli T TY AWM ae oW 3fn €T
FfarsfEle 5 SWieF AT igwg AR WS F3A FIAW 3 O
A FIRE @ ad 5 Al T ebael @R sz 13N Fhe
@ fafis 9% #0390 1 g3 ¢ 75 3@ e @ SbA kA wwasfa W
faal stzral BrAGH i fasia B ataa | FIAIR 4305 JAANEA) 794
@REAR (1 g faft AReed @ geiwa s e wifs need Fkrs ol
MY B4 S1et fACETD] s/ Wi 3%l IA0S WY FACE |

) fampan fis fawl fasta sfam ol 3wt Fwad
AN A @Y 2810 weAE Baw 1 @ Bae wigfiE @ fAmi
s @l At stwE B zEnfes aEE g Al B
A e Aifder oS @b Afmi s za A 93 AT fag
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3ga farz @) afkca «iad o3 Gola fRaga el s{faa Aaomafis )
@Af% Tes “fzgmag sran Agaa fuah aead sfde Gafae
ST TSI ( tbvo %3 ) fAfT ‘Gz g &R W§IW |
W Brad amfrs adw Fna st @ 23w fisad wwes
Mzsiarag swaFe ead AyE 1R e FEa fafEs | b
AT (AL Z10E @A AP AAIFE e TR TABASI AT (W |

Azl Fisie @Y AW BFAT 77 wsmia @ F0ll Alfzle
@t volqo AT 9§ 2BTS AT 3ferered | & TFA AAME 4P
Brabl aed sfy a3 afes g wifsferasl gmemia oga e
sffy R facad ararEi za M1 e @ fAlbire gum ake
At sifeal (rA fesas izl wacsfis 23w &l Wi S
YA (AIFAA (@ SrAE TEN e By sz JrEA @iy 3G At
fafrs et (@i 9ifim S aig )

A% AIT FIAC WA AA TW AN JFQ AR WA (¥ 3B
FRM e BY ©Ala 5551 SA (o wu Futad ARl Al AEwT
facz awg A1 1 wizrl @flce siga acal fmfr—fagaas aQge af—
A SHA | WA (15 S e AfuTng @Sl Al 0P
O WIS WA FRANG | STASsI®a ©(ArE wdA qraa feda gl
w(ofZs 731 22relg | qiFs Buawsa A wla w9l wifgsraa Al
P AT 733, SPoIfa 7P *wq qga erats @fg Safas serRNT
TSI A IAANAWT @rFAlCd g WA z8A | FES
AT 237 izl fagw @ e Aifew) 97 3%rs wama 25EA ) (T
AR AN @3 AP wR wE wizial @R e 3R fafy
wifite | FH@3 izl A, qraed e BN @S zie «g
1o @Y w2 3feam ) ww afam w2180 @2 fafs o, 9, 8,
A, 4 %71 298 FL5 I AW AR W I 139 wizywa A
AN 391 (raars ) fafy z3ce A3Req |

FNTE AN 41ah BAR WO SR O —BA] SR
XS <13 e fAcadt arad @ w2 23ane |
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s Al fafirs epifas Al #ifze) A%E wiEca $2)
WS | @3 AEEE (MY (AW WY ANWE WA, NetE iz,
Ayl e, Saie WA, *Eg, M1z A WA, dgfe Ry afify
Ale 3feqied |

(3) Awd wM—fefd oy 3 @@l sty @I @iy
STz A1 Oz % A fgm ona favarg o ez frerg
AN RN oW | fef Swfefre wizaw yfe fyEmw ) fefd
&3 f271faqe yHT B ¢ 9 3997 93 5igdl F(@ | (NARaiety
Afefona @lare d fEwtfeane gam Fgi@ fem) 1 fofd siam
@ T 3Ed e fafuaned s “wigy afes wimm @ @
Qay” 93 @ mwa Ss 23@ fefm winasam staifaras 30z |
w3r«iry fefd 5131a foal etata Faq vad =1z FfE afF Sal A3
Bty AR oz AW € Oizid PAir e €7 251 WA
za | fefd 351 smelwia @YY @ez 2ife7 1% A8 @F AZYW ©F
@ (s 391z 3fau @ A BN WS AT | e iFy -
42519 & QAT A FfAcered | SR @A SAIGAT, A% T NTHS
ez AifeA | sErgEd qEA Ao AT wAfEE BT |
$o1te HfPergd 39 @ 2aas (AITPAE (72) @3 I Wiy | T3 Aaig
Aol 2y 9B 4T 1 TERS AW —TIIF (@A (@9 TN |
‘giRg Ffgm—3site BANIFT TAAT SQF IS 2¥AE 1 AT
a3 f3fen wia AuAlsal @ SAANa WEW I I BN | @3-
FF WGNIA € CLFIE JAANA ARICHY HIFle B2NS A4S =iy |

(3) 33T WM Y-8y U @ FfFMAG ATFAT I SN &
Az FEA | vz el ad Rare SiEl Wi, wieA) 6 &y o
SFA.A A | AR f6f @iy 2Aigeiiang oivea | 3219 #ita fefa
gleran @0 sEF  aA7 oes el YRl @@t 1 sl @fe ez
Foife WFdy fom | izl ga™e T A o @ whe @713
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TH 280 | TN AT gEd e ) e Ao Aewz WMfaztn AwA
Ffagield fytam | wesig creet fofaal wifaal fef Az sz fofa
fre Ws (\Ad A st slade W TN Mgl fgam
fofa faasm apqm o wigiaa (NFEel Slad | JPN A2 (I
vy, AT eN € fiwes AP wT @NF fymd ) fefd Agae itwl
@fsraiz AE sfwed | ©i31ag GRY IR BAWAG)  AHIA
Fifts z2alf®m | 5% PBa JAN  ANHWIT €Tl W1 WY
fafes s(zreq Wy gEgA YA ARy @sfie e Aigse
Z3ifeA | Sstie Alaiw, @el @ NRTE 4583 A A9 e ATHNE
B AZAE | AARI THTF AT g qoda 1 el Gl
xe|ANa fasrata’ aNfas fGrad | 83 sig ‘sieates’ 2ai, ‘gaga
@A 8 Asre At w9 e NfaFfe AgH | qizie A Ak §wE
Ifye z3ang | Bal giol AkAl WA oizr fRafafe  sfy yfge
53aNg ‘o1F (AW, ‘“is@ArAr (SrufAY, ‘@eirdan’ ‘wrag (Iv)
Ffael, ‘arani AEl, GhAN liEtm AT 1 fAT ezl g3 sl
AL (oW (S !

TrIT cofaey FALfF ta

@ trs Aifarsa wiew A T ofr B @
izt st oAt oratest At frg Nfacss 2ta
csim i wifa Alteg w7 «fe aiF oite stfeata
a9 I W, gifesa @T I Iy

77 @it Fads =%y, o1 LA W AR
FARIA A% A87), ©r37 TIB (I T A%Mm oo
A gy fag @imz 191 227 QItsta |

g9T B3I oA ©rIR oA %3y fifarets
witded gam 3fR RIER 53 gy

FiCW =iw, naica=catzies,  sIE@ =coftatRm, =9
74 79 «Afed 15! g1

AR g AP 2T Sag A% (Sifg o51m (ym)
gfea 412arm fiae) gaig & Boim
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T Byd A1 720 ST HEAT Oty |
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w13 w3 aifecs =7, gifera it srem 17 |
. g3 3Tt 7 (97 ¥ 37’03 Bodmm
gfI(s 7ea 17 (I G M 23 AT
gfenl =acmag i aitchy sifed =atwy atatead ¢47 fua

@R ST 37 (A1EiER AAT @EAy WA afe ¥ T BEL
SRR | fRO1g S SERwE AT QIS0 AE B - G feeR
fral 3f3 ©tzl wfe gma @ics] 23 2(RART |

(o) ®rzgal  zfasy qEFAR @AFLT QAT AEJET GF W
Bafdesd WSS | ST e A e g9, Weta A @@ e
X{ERraE JaA Brem wiz] sagad W € s ferad =12l sie Al |
“RTAE @ A AT INGE A2 AT @ @z IfAleaAT |
B4 I AR (A et Flenin =gy weiw Ffye zA | *1ERI

MAQAGE ¥5ad fAF03s] N ziGrm WA A sRIfRE |
FiAE 21T ©1%19 339 WU | ©IT17 43} iy 19 3f4rerg |

PRI FNe 3 gmawin contren fomal ) fefq f2ag remta
TBY AWANIA (ANFE ICY YB(ed @ Ty Wiz (AlF ©izNF
AN TS ©f e 34T | WTb! @SS A O3 |G |

F97 215 faee fefy

SITS 21qra IfTIFa] I1TT,

HRRI ATFT 51T AHia i3t |
AT M =0 sfacad siota =59t

MZIRA TR IR faraq | fofq (@ #z3a N @ Alfas 2w
e G QB (waim @A @bifie | fefq Jgman waae
e | @tfts ¥ wqan 339 fefd @ AIA oMW WA A
O A 7 ARIC | AT AYw 92 AR RHIZIS A faray F0E |
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Bleg 9F Y wiel z@ AIS | AMEigE sRnEe Rretr 23w e
METeH | R otel @y A~lw R @A wEe Ffie 0 wREd
WY A W @3 9 fars IR AR ¢

FieA (F1o 9IF I ¢IgT (I T
M wfaate wtat 3 g agwe |

Wizigy wfaga wwna Aeg et | Fe st o1gn fefy
218 (FEEA |

rizary dAfeats sify affas oh2ats wter

7123 zifyal sifas wiem w33 @hT )
OO

qek qteAn, Attd afpaty, afGF oftatg Ot

At wFtd, Atfas Fgta, oot i vy |

st

IR R RN (4T

‘wfagts etz Atz sifs ata 3y,
QT[T T FTT oM, IT (T oMt ;
atg @tg, ¢4 AT, wtfa @ ey

VA 1Y

gteq Aifes B Ffes Al |
TtaeA wq97 Ars ccaifafy ofteg

Nel FoF

BT SNfETEA

‘ag cerIa fAafea (gm)

ag e w Nfafs =fy,

qCa M YT IV oAtfT

Ipea featfaft gfam af3 9% aga afag
gtRce faca ptfzm Afs oz faafg
gty Afzrs at #ify g Wty wea fam,
T4 @ 35 W Ay wifam
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g [ofagl qivifiae (@ oAl 2 Az 91, «e@qd 3GFs 23
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A WMEgead oY aF AteFTI AN s 23U 1 9B offire
afa zfRed, @, AR, Fed, Re,d, fud, +AfQ soif are
@u A1 ofwar A fagnea ) gwin fRdmist  JYawrarets
fagyata asf fowlafe adml «fteml atm|

(8) 7 B =ir wae wAGy FWF 1 wizla ANEE
QS ez AARTEAAT R g o5 1 fefar Safaes sreiaa
CYiE @Tsg 3R | feW 7 ABS emAfrea  affgl At
wgal AN anw A% FAd fefd wfasd Al wAm fiwre
fgraq e faey qoq #AS w51 3fagi o Ffaeq | ©izig 97 A€
MR fem, (4 wfds (A% I% 2891 IU2gd LA ©fzt FI9 WG
WiZIA ANAT A3 ‘43LAA A AN GFIMT z8ANE | fd wiza

@B s TS FA (F—

gify fig) FAfEar A
Aqica, Jatd ww sifem ofF SR
IWIRCA TYY@ =TT ¢h ILA7 &1 |
Stz 78 WA gt Ty I Rl
QT WM FIF OFIEW (o,

Ay T Iy SR |
syea A zfam wifie oz
zza (MFA GFIFTE =W 1T 21T
wreh w3ra JAoifET ge@ gvg 7 s
g Ablta FF algla wiy afm
fim <@ e = ziw %N
fe g3l frar w1 <37 2T |
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(¢) am fifics afos Aifarerg Wa @fim @es Metan =iz | SteE
WPE AN AR Afm ] R 309 AN sfamsy  HIRferNam
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